RIENDSHIP

“'!‘. -p a

| Adoration
P Confession




TABLE OF CONTENTS

OONOUIAWN =

WWWOWWWWNNNNDNDNNNNDN o mi m e ki sk
QUAWN—~OQUOLONOCUIMAWN=OCOOVOONOUIAWWN—=O

WITH ALL MY HEART

LIFE IN A PERFECT WORLD

ALL IN THE FAMILY

HOT TOPIC OF DISCUSSION
RELATIONSHIP SEPARATION
3-IN-1

SIGNS OF His LOVE

FEELING HIs PAIN

WILLING TO SACRIFICE HIS SON
KEEPING THE PROMISE

TRYING TO COMMUNICATE

THE WORD BECAME FLESH
BETTER TO GIVE THAN RECEIVE
A TIME FOR OPENNESS

“HELLO GoD, I’'M TOM”

A DIVIDED HEART
UNANSWERED PRAYERS

THE ACTS OF PRAYER

NEW WINE NEEDS A NEW WINESKIN
HoPE WHEN ALL SEEMED HOPELESS
PROTECTION, WISDOM & GRACE
THE POWER OF A FATHER’S LOVE
AFFIRMATION FROM THE FATHER
WALKING BIBLE

Do UNTO OTHERS

DON’T WORRY

TRUST IN THE LORD

AMAZING HUMILITY & FAITH
TREMBLING BEFORE JESUS

JEsus’ BEST (UNWANTED) WITNESSES
“YOU’RE AN IDIOT!”

SUPREME AUTHORITY OF JESUS
HONOR YOUR FATHER & MOTHER

A GoobD, FUN UNCLE

THROUGH THE ROOF

CHRIST WITH US IN THE STORMS



WITH ALL MY HEART

LESSON 1

11 Everyone except Tom
1s:1eerr1ed {0 ?x}clited anut the

irst week of their senior year
in high school. Tom, however,
had something heavy on his
heart. So, he decided to get
some advice from someone he
trusted who wouldn’t go tell
other people. Tom saw Sarah
during lunch and asked her if
they could talk.

12 Tomsaid, “Ineed someone
to talk to. My parents are hav-
ing marriage problems. My
mother is very upset because
my father has a mistress. My
father hasn’t tried to hide his
relationship with this other

woman. He seems to think there is nothing wron
with amanloving more than one woman. Iély father
wants my mother just to accept this and not bother
him aboutit. My mother, however, really feels hurt.”

1.3 Sarah listened intently, then said to Tom, “I have
another friend whose father had a mistress. In both
situations the mother has been hurt very much, but
the father seems to think the wife should just accept
his relationship with the other woman.’

14 “My mother could never accept my father’s
relationship with anotherwoman,” Tom said. “Think
how much pain my mother mustbe feeling. She has
always been loyal to my father. She must really feel
betrayed. I'm not really sure how to help her.”

15 Sarah asked, “What do you think will happen?”

end his relationship with the
other woman, then my mother
will leave him. My mother,
however, would be willing to
forgive my father if he’d leave
the other woman. You see, m
mom loves my dad with all her
heart. The thing she wants most
of all is for my father to love
her with all his heart too.”

1.{1 Then Sarahfsaigil, “I'm re-
ally sorry your family is going
through th%,s. Icanfeelyour pain
and I can imagine how much
your mother must be hurting.”

18 “Thanks, I appreciate you
listening,” Tom said.

19 Sarah was considerate of Tom’s feelings and
asked, “Is it okay if I say something about our re-
lationship with God?”

110 Tom nodded and said, “Sure, go ahead.”

111 “Well,” Sarah said, “I think your mother’s feel-
ings about your father is how God feels toward us.
God loves us with all his heart and wants us to love
him with all our hearts too. God feels sad when the
Eeople he created do not love him. But God feels

urt when some people say they love him, but want
to follow other religions at the same time. I...”

112 The class bell interrupted Sarah. “Well, we can talk
more later. Thanks again for listening,” Tom said as he
realized Sarah hadn’t given him any advice about his

16 Tom responded, “Well, if my father refuses to

arents’ situation. It was her listening and understand-
ing that he really wanted even more than her advice.
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LIFE IN A PERFECT WORLD

LESSON 2

21 Tom’'steacher wastalking
to the class about how the
universe began. The teacher
said the world was formed
by the Big Bang which caused
all of the gases to come to-

ether to form the universe.

ife started with an amoeba,
which slowly evolved into
monkeys, theneventually be-
came humans. Tom listened
halfheartedly because it was
the same thing that he had
been taught in school since
he was younger.

22 After class, Tom walked
outside with Sarah. She asked
him, “Tom, whatdo you think
about what we just'learned in class?”

23 Tom thought for a moment and said, “Well, I
guess if that's what they teach, I assume it’s right.”

24 Sarah said, “I'm not sure that’s the whole story.”

25 Tom was curious, “Hmm, what do you mean?”

26 Sarah said, “Well, if there was a Big Bang, then
there also had to be a ‘Big Banger.””

27 Tom laughed and said, “That’s a funny way to
say it.”

28 “Well, said Sarah, “where did the energy and
the matter come from that caused the Big %ang?
And why did it happen at that moment?”

29 “Well, I'm not sure,” replied Tom. “I've never
really thought about that before.”

2.10 Sarah continued, “And did you know thattheearth
isthe perfectdistance from the sun?If theearthmoved
closer to the sun it would be too hot and everything

would burn up. Or, if the earth
moved farther away from the
sun, everything would freeze.

The world is “too perfect’ tojust
‘happen’ by accij ent.”
211 Tom said, “I don’t under-

stand. What do you mean it is
‘too perfect?””

2.}112 iarah respolglldefd,”l don’t
think it is possible for a %iant
explosion to create life. Have

ou ever heard of biogenesis?

iogenesis means thatlife must
come from life. Let me try to
explain. If you take two chairs
and stack them on top of each
other, they cannot make a baby
chair because they do not have life.”

2.13 Sarah paused for amoment and then said, “And
did you know that the earth has the perfect amount
of oxygen. It'sexactly the rightamount for humans.”

2.14 Tom said, “Well, 1 guess I can see what you're
saying about the world, but... I'm not sure what I
believe right now because I haven’t thought much
about it. Maybe we just got lucky and the earth
was perfect for our human bodies.”

215 Sarah said, “I used to think that way too. But
then a friend explained to me how the world was
made of billions of jigsaw puzzle pieces that came
togetheratthe righttime to all fittogether perfectly.”

2.16 Tom didn’t respond. He just stood there thinking.

2.17 Sarah continued, “Anaccidental explosion causes
chaos and confusion. Yet, our world is filled with
amazing order and design. There must have been
‘Someone,” the Big Banger, who helped all of this
come together at the right time to form our perfect
universe. That's how I started to believe in God.”
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ALL IN THE FAMILY

LES
31 Tom was interested in | :
learning more about God. His
conversations with Sarah were
fascinating. He decided to get
together with Sarah again to

ask her some questions.

32 Tom saw Sarah after class
and said, “Hey, Sarah. I'd re-
ally like to pick your brain on
thesubjectof‘God’ if youhave
some free time after school
today.”

33 Sarah said, “That sounds
great! Where do you want to |
meet? Oh, and is it okay if I =
invite my cousin, John, tojoin
us? I'd like for you to meet
him. He’s a Christian too.

34 Tom said, “Sure. Let’s meet at the picnic tables
under the big shade trees in front of the school.”

35 So, when Tom, Sarah and John met together at
the picnic tables, Tom asked, “Now, how exactly
are you two related?”

36 Sarahreplied, “John’s motheris my father’slittle
sister. Actually, my father has two older brothers and
one younger sister. So, it’s always a lot of fun when
all the relatives get together at my grandma and

SON 3

Ty

T 2 5 grandpa’s house for Thanks-
Pl giving or Christmas.
37 “My mother’s side of the
family is even bigger,” Sarah
continued. “She hasthree older
#% sistersand three youngerbroth-
- ers. My mom is number 4 of 7
children. I don’t get to see the
relatives on my mother’s side
very often because everyone
lives in different cities. But, we
domanagetoget together every

few years for a family reunion.

38 Tom responded by saying,
“Wow, that must be fun to be
a part of such a huge family.”

39 John spoke up and said, “Having a big family is
wonderful, but having a worldwide family is even
better. You see, I have brothers and sisters in Christ
all around the world. We Christians call ourselves
brothers and sisters. Sarah is not only my cousin,
she’s also my sister in Christ. And T hope that some-
day you will be my brother in Christ, too.”

310 JustasJohn finished saying this, Tom gota phone
call. After Tom hung up, he turned to Sarah and
John and said, “Hey, my mom called and I really
need to go help her with some stuff. Let’s meet up
again sometime soon.”

VOCABULARY: free time
conversations cousin
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Sarah’s Father’s Side of the Family has 20 people:

Grandfather
Grandmother
Uncle Uncle Hud Father Aunt
Aunt Aunt Maria  Mother Uncle
1 Boy 1 Boy 1 Sarah 1 Brother
2 Girl 2 Girl 2 Sister 2 John
3 Girl 3 Boy
ACTIVITY:

1. Draw a family tree of your father’s side of the family.

Sarah’s Mother’s Side of the Family has 30 people:

Grandfather
/ AN \
Aunt Aunt Aunt Mother Uncle Uncle Uncle
Uncle Uncle Uncle Father Aunt Aunt Aunt
1Girl 1Boy 1Boy 1Sarah 1Girl 1Boy 1Boy
2Girl 2Girl 2Girl 2 Sister 2Boy 2Girl 2Girl

2. Draw another family tree of your mother’s side of the family.



HOT TOPIC OF DISCUSSION

LESSON 4

—

41 A couple of days later
John called Sarah on the phone
and asked, “Hey, whenare we
going to gettogether with Tom
again?”

42 Sarahrg_plied, “Well, letme
talk with Tom first and then
I'll let you know.”

43 The next day they met
together ata nice{ittle bakery
shop. They each ordered a hot
drink and a piece of pie. The
ateand enjoyed somesmalltal
together for a while.

44 Then John said to Tom,
“Sarah told me about your
discussion about God as the creator of the universe.
Maybe I can help you understand alittle more about
God. Watch this,” John said as he held up a packet of
sugar and let it drop on the table. “Gravity pulled it
to the ground. Did you know the earth has the perfect
amount of gravitational pull? If there was less, we
would all float in the air like a balloon. If there was

more, we would all be stuck to the ground.”

45 John took a sip of his coffee and then picked u
a toothpick and said, “No one would believe me 1f

I said I picked this off a tree. Everyone knows that
someone had to make it in some toothpick factory.
So, if this simple toothpick must have a maker, then
how cansomeone say thata tree, which ismuch more
complex than a toothpick, didn’t have a maker?”

46 John took off his watch and placed it on the table.
“No one would believe me if I told them this watch
justappeared fromnothing. Everyone would say that
someone had to put all the parts together correctly
in order for it to work.”

| random explosion caused the
- world tobegin. If I lit a stick of
dynamite under this watch, do
you think the parts would fl
into the air and then comebac
together in their correct order?
Of coursenot. In the same way,
there’s too much order in this
world for it to have happened
by accident.”

48 John pulled a laptop com-
puter out of his backpack and
said, “In the 1940s computers
were built with so many cables
and vacuum tubes they filled
an entire room. Technology has
come a long way since then.”

49 John continued, “Today, this little laptop is more
powerful than those room-size computers. This is
a great accomplishment. A computer, however, is
nothing when compared to the human brain. Just as
this computer must have had a maker, our brains,
which are far more complex than computers, must
also have had a maker.”

410 Sarah added, “Think about everything in the
universe. Do you really think all this order and
detail came about because of an accidental explo-
sion? Surely our universe had a designer and our
amazing world had a creator.”

+11 Tom said, “I've never really thought about all
thisbefore. I stillhave some doubts, but on the other
hand, I think I'm beginning to believe in God as the
creator of this universe. Maybe we can get together
again and talk about this some more.”

412 Sarah said, “Just name the time and place.”

413 Tom smiled and then said, “How about here at 4:30

47 John continued, “Here’s a problem if just a on Friday?”
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RELATIONSHIP SEPARATION

LESSON 5

51 Tom, Sarah and John
met again a few days later at
the same bakery shop. After
everyone ordered their food
they sat down to eat. Tom
asked Sarah and John, “So,
what’s been going on lately?”

52 “Alot’'sbeen going on with
me,” John said. “Yesterday
whenItried tostart my pickup
itwouldn't start. The gasoline
gauge showed that the tank
was nearly empty. When I got
out I noticed the cap was off
of the gas tank on my pickup.
When I'asked my motherifshe
knew why the gas cap was off
shesaid, “Bobby, your nephew,
was playing with it yesterday.”

53 Tom asked, “Did you ever find it?”

54 “Yes” John said, “I finally found the gas capina
bucket of water and thenI putitback on my pickup.
Then I took a one-liter bottle to fill it up with gas at
a Shell station near my house. I walked back to my
house and poured the gas into the gas tank. I then
tried to start my pickup, but it still wouldn’t start.”

55 Johncontinued, “When my brother camehome, I
listened to his suggestion and we pushed my pickup
to the gas station to fill it up to make sure there was
plenty of gas. Then we tried to start it again. It was
so frustrating because it just wouldn’t start. So, we
asked a professional car mechanic to check it out.”

56 Sarahasked,”Haveyou found outanything yet?”

57 Then]Johnsaid, “Yes, today the mechaniccalled and
said the reason my pickup wouldn’t start is because
alot of water is in the gas tank. Immediately I knew
how the water got in there. He said in order to fix it,

he would have to completely
drain everything out and then
refill it. So, all the extra gas |
Eut in }1/esterday really didn’t

elp solve the problem at all.”

58 Tom encouraged John,
“Well, I'm glad you know what
the problemisand how to fixit.”

59 John replied, “I've been
thinking about it a lot today
and I think this story can help
uslearnavaluable lesson about
our relationship with God.”

510 Tom said, “I'm not sure 1|
understand what you mean.”

511 John picked up a glass and poured a little drink-
ing waterinitand said, “Thisis pure drinking water
isn’t it?” Then he poured some black pe%%er into
it and said, “It’s not pure any more, is 1it? What if I
add more water to it, will that make it pure again?
Even if I completely fill it up to the top with pure
water, it won't make it pure again. The glass needs
to be washed completely clean and then new pure
water can be added.”

512 John continued, “God is pure. He is without sin.
However, when we sin our lives are no longer pure.
Our relationship with God changes because sin
separates us from God. No matter how many good
things you do, you can never solve the problem of
sin. Our goodness cannot erase our sin.”

513 “Also, we can study and learn about religion
all our lives and we can even participate in many
ceremonies, butall these things cannothelp us erase
the sin in our lives,” John said. “The main point is
that sin separates us from God and we cannot hel
ourselves overcome this problem. We need God to
clean us and refill us.”
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3~IN~1

LESSON 6

61 On Monday they all met ¥
at the mall for a cup of coffee
together.

62 Aftertheyhad ordered and
sat down, Sarah said, “Tom,
how are you feeling about all
our talks about God?”

63 Tomrespondedbysaying,
“I think I believe in God as
creator of the universe. But,
there are some other things
I don’t really understand. I
know that Christians believe
in Jesus Christ, but what do
God and Jesus Christ have to
do with each other?”

64 Sarah replied, “That's a great question, Tom.
Actually, it can get even more confusing when I tell
you that Christians also believe in the Holy Spirit.”

65 John noticed the confused expression on Tom’s
face as Sarah tried to explain, “The relationship
between God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit is called
the Trinity. Trinity is made up of two words ‘tri’
and “unity.” Trinity means the unity of three parts
— God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit. They are three
and yet they are one.”

6.6 “Wait a minute,” said Tom. “I think %gou lost me
there. What do you mean they are one?”

67 Then John said, “It’s kind of a hard concept to
comprehend. Let me give a coffee cupillustration
that might help.”

65 Johnheld up his coffee cup. Then he asked Tom,
“What am I drinking?”

69 Tom answered, “Coffee.”

610 John reached over and
]lgicked up a packet of sugar.

hen he tore it open and
}_m the sugar into the cof-
ee and said, “Now what am [
drinking?”

6.11 Tom answered, “Well, it is
still coffee, but you've added
sugar to it.”

6.12 ThenJohn picked up a pack-
etof non-dairy creamer. He tore
it open and poured its contents
into the coffee and asked, “Now
what am I drinking?”

6.13 Tomsaid, “Well, it’s still cof-
fee, but now it also has cream
and sugar mixed in it.”

6.14 “Right,” said John. “This can help us better un-
derstand the nature of God. You see, God is one, but
he is also three. Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are
both a Fart of God. If you take God and add Jesus,
you still have God. If you also add the Holy Spirit,
you still have God.

6.15 Tom smiled and nodded and said, “I think I'm fol-
lowing you, but I probably need to learn a little more
about iesus and the Holy Spirit to really understand.
Maybe you guys can tell me about them too.”

6.16 Sarah said, “We can, but you really shouldn’t
just take our word for everything. You need to read
the Bible for yourself. There’s a Christian bookstore
here in the mall. Let’s go get you a Bible.”

6.17 That night Tom began to read his Bible. It was
so interesting he couldn’t stop. After reading for
several hours, he finally fell asleep.
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SIGNS OF

His LOVE

LESSON 7

71 Tom saw Sarah in the hall-
waig at school the next day
and said, “I couldn’t put my
Bible down last night. It was
so amazing to learn about the
beginning of the world.”

72 “That's great,” Sarah said.
“So tell me about some of the
things you read.”

73 “Istarted at the beginnin
and just kept reading,” sai
Tom. “The next thing I knew,
my alarm clock woke me up.

74 “Sohow fardid youread?”
Sarah asked.

75 “I read all the way to the part where God was
so sad because no one loved him any more. All the
Eeople he made had become really evil. God decided

e would start over with a few people who still
loved him. So he sent a great flood to destroy all the
peopleexcept Noah and his family. Then God made a
promise to Noah and his family that he would never
again destroy the world by a flood. Then God made
a ggg to remind everyone of his promise. He made a

ainbow in the sky. So, the next time I see a rainbow,

I'll remember it’s a sign of God’s love for us.”

76 “Wow Tom,” said Sarah. “I'm impressed with
howmuchyou'veread.Icanseeyouarereally trying
to seek Goc}l, with all your heart. I want to encourage
you with another promise from God in the Bibie.
God said in Jeremiah 29:13, “You will seek me and
find me when you seek me with all of your heart.’
Keep seeking God Tom. You're going to find him.”

77 Sarah paused for a moment and said, “Tom, I
wasjust wondering... How are things going between

your mom and dad? I didn’t
teel like I could ask you in
front of John.”

78 “Well, things are still tense
around my house. My mom is
still insistent that my dad must
leave the other woman. It's
interesting though. My mom
loves him so much that she is
giving him time to change.”

79 Tom continued, “Oh, I for-

ot to tell you about something
that happened last night. After
I fell asleep while reading my
Bible, I had this strange dream.
[ dreamed I was walking down
the street and stopped to buy
some roses. As I continued walking on the sidewalk
I saw my dad and handed him the roses and said, ‘I
think you need these more than me.” And my dad took
them and just walked away. As I watched him walk
away, Inoticed the clouds above him. There was a hole
in the clouds in the shape of a heart and the sunshine
was trying to find its way through the opening. I'm
not really sure what to think about this dream.”

7.10 Sarah said, “Maybe your dream is a sign. Maybe
it’s God’s way of letting you know that everything
is going to be okay between your mom and dad.”

711 “Thadn’t thought about that. Thope you'reright,”
Tom said. “Maybe this dream was my personal
rainbow — a special sign from God to me.”

712 The classbell rang. Sarah said, “Let’s get together
at the mall tomorrow to talk about what you're read-
ing. I'll let John know. Same coffee shop at 4:30?”

713 “Sounds great—can’t wait,” said Tom.
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FEELING HiIs PAIN

LESSON 8

81 When the three of them ,ﬂ;zﬂ!:
met together the next day, all == = *‘#7‘- !
;4

three had their Bibles.

82 Johnsaid,“So, how are you
enjoying that new Bible?”

83 “It's amazing,” Tom said. 4
“I can’t put it down. I've been
taking notes sol canremember
everything.” He pulled out his
notes and continued, “Let’s
see... The creation story was
awesome. At first everything
was formless and empty. Then
God said, ‘Let there be light,”
and there waslight. Iwonderif
thatwas the BigBang?Iread in
gne footnotef that the ﬁric t}ﬁre? " ' an

ays were forming and the last three were filling.
Ar%]d God rested on the seventh day.”

84 ThenTomexplained how God created Adam and
Eve. Tom said with amazement, “I wonder what it
was like to walk and talk with God?” Tom paused
to think about it, and then said, “When God told
Adam and Eve not to sin, I think it’s kind of like a
Earent telling their child not to touch a hot stove or

ot iron. They are really trying to protect their child
from things that will hurt them.”

85 “But then,” Tom continued, “it must have really
hurt God when Satan deceived Adam and Eve and
they sinned. They had to leave the Garden of Eden

T and struggleintheworld. Then

| they had children, and grand-

- children and their descendants

- multiplied, but they totally
forgot about God.”

86 Tomsaid, “In Genesis chap-
ter 6 it says that God saw man
had become very wicked. And
God was ‘grieved that he had
® mademanontheearth, and his
heart was filled with pain.””

| 87 Sarahsaid, “Thatversehelps
me feel God’s pain. He loves us
somuch. Mostpeople, however,

| live theirlives in ways that hurt
| him instead of ways that show
him that they love him.”

88 “Yeah,” said Tom, “God was so hurt by all the
sinful people thathe decided tostart overby destroy-
ing everyone except Noah’s and his family—because
theﬁ were still faithful to him. Everyone else died
in the great flood.”

89 Tom continued, “After the flood, God told
Noah'’s family to multiply and fill the earth. After
many generations God was hurt again when all
the people just wanted to stay in the same place
and build this Tower of Babel that could reach up
to heaven. So, God had to confuse them by giving
them all these different languages. Now I know
where all the worldwide languages came from.”
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WILLING TO SACRIFICE HIs SON

LESSON 9

91 Tom scanned his notes
again and said, “Oh yeah. This
is an incredible story. There
was this 90-year-old man
named Abraham. He and his
80-year-old wife Sarah didn’t
have any children. Then one
day God told Abraham that
he would have a son. At that
time Abraham believed God.
But then, ten years later, when
God again told him thathe and
his Xlltfe iaralll W(ﬂllcclibhave a
son, Abraham laughed because
he was now 100 years old and
Sarah was 90 years old. Sarah ¥
laughed too. Then God said to
Abraham, ‘Isanything toohard
for the LORD? Then God told
them to name their son Isaac, which means tolaugh.”

92 Tomsmiled and said, “Can youimaginehow much
they must have loved that little boy? They knew he
was truly a gift from God.” Tom looked at his notes
again and said, “Then I was shocked when God told
Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac. I was confused
because God had already promised Abraham that
his descendants would be so many they couldn’t be
counted—Ilike stars in the sky. I wondered as I was
readin%, ‘Why would God tell Abraham to sacrifice
his son?’ I guarantee you that Abraham didn’t tell his
wife Sarah what God told him to do.”

93 Tom crossed hisarmsand continued, “Icould really
feel Abraham’s pain as he struggled to follow God or
follow his heart. Abraham took Isaac on a three-day
journeﬁ toa certain mountain where they would make
asacrifice to God. Isaac was carrying the firewood up
the mountain when he asked, “Where is the lamb we
will sacrifice?” Abraham said, ‘God will provide.”

94 Tom took a deep breath, sighed and said, “Can

ou imagine the anguish Abra-
ﬁam must have felt when he
reached the top, built an altar
and then began to tie up Isaac’s
arms and legs! Isaac was prob-
ably screaming and Abraham
musthavebeenwailing in pain.”

95 “I didn’t realize that it was
actually just a test to see how
much ‘Abraham was willing
B to be faithful to God. It nearly

' brought tears to my eyes when
Abraham was about to sacrifice
g his son and then a voice from
heaven said, ‘Do not lay a hand
ontheboy.’ Then God provided
aram for Abraham tosacrifice.”

96 “You're amazing,” said John. “You've read all
that since Monday? And look at your notes.”

97 Sarah added, “I'm impressed that you can sense
how God must have felt in all those situations.”

98 “By the way,” Tom said, “you guys said I could
learn more about Jesus in the Bib%e, but he wasn’t
in any of the stories I read.”

99 Sarahand Johnlooked ateach otherand chuckled.
Sarah explained, “We should have told you that
the story of Jesus is in the New Testament. But, it’s
probably good that you now have some Old Testa-
ment background understanding.”

9.10 Then John added, “Well, in a sense this story
is about Jesus. This story is a foreshadowing of
God’s willingness to sacrifice his Son Jesus. Just as
Abraham was ready to give up his precious son,
God was also willing to sacrifice his only Son Jesus
on the cross. God did this so that those of us who
believe in Jesus can be forgiven of our sins.”

VOCABULARY: anguish
scanned altar

incredible tie up

laughed screaming
shocked wailing
sacrifice test
descendants provided
guarantee ram

crossed his arms by the way
journey chuckled
certain New Testament
firewood Old Testament
lamb background
sighed foreshadowing

precious
Cross



KEEPING THE PROMISE

LESSON 10

101 Sarah opened her Bible
to the bf?Ok of 1§E/Ihatthe}v:7. Tom
started ipﬁin% rough pages
trying to find it. He FFna ly
turned to the table of contents

to see the page number where
Matthew began.

102 “Actually,” Sarah said,
“while you're looking at the
table of contents, letme explain
why the books of the New
Testament are in this order.
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John
are thenames of four menwho
each wrote a historical account
of the }ife ofh]esus. Each man
wrote from his own perspec-
tive. So, each one is sli %tl

different, but they don’t coﬁ%iiet with each other.”

103 John added, “It’s kind of like if we were in a car
accident and a policeman asked each of us sepa-
ratellz to describe what hag)pened. Each of us might
emphasize something different, but the main story
would be the same.”

104 Sarah said, “The next book is Acts. It's the second
book written by Luke. It focuses on things that hap-

ened after Jesus went back to heaven. Then there is

omans through 2 Thessalonians. These are letters
that were written by Paul, a Christian leader in the
first century, to churches in these cities. Then 1 Timo-
thy through Philemon are letters that Paul wrote to
Timothy, %”itus and Philemon to instruct them. So,
Paul actually wrote 13 books in the New Testament.”

105 John then said, “The book of Hebrews was writ-
ten to show the Jewish people that Jesus Christ is the
true God. And the booEs of James through Jude are
each named after the authors who wrote them. And

then the final book is Revela-
tion, which was written b c})lne
of Jesus’ disciples named John.
Andhe actuali wrote five of the
books in the New Testament.”

106 Sarah said, “Before we start
talking about Jesus in the New
Testament, I think I need to ex-
lain that the Old Testament can
e summarized as God’s time of
preparing people for the Savior
who would be coming into the
world. One way that God pre-
ared fpeople wasby giving them
aws for knowing what is right
and wrong. Then God said that
in the future, he would make a
new promise with the people
and that he would write the laws on their hearts. The
New Testamentshows how God fulfilled his promises
to send a Savior and write his laws on our hearts.”

107 Sarah continued, “God keeps his promises.
Remember the rainbow and how God promised to
never again destroy the world by a flood? God also
promised Abraham that his descendants would be
so many that they couldn’t be counted — like sand
on the seashore. Later God promised King David
that one of his descendants would reign forever.
God fulfilled this promise by sending iesus to be
our eternal King. God alwayskeepshispromises.”

108 “T wish my dad would keep his promise,” Tom said.

109 John said, “What do you mean?”

10.10 Sarahsat there %ﬂetly. Tomlooked embarrassed and

then finally said, “Um...my parents are éoing throu%h
y e

a hard time right now. I just wish my dad would
consistent and do what he said he would do.”

NEW TESTAMENT
VOCABULARY: Savior TABLE OF CONTENTS
ﬂipping laws Matthew ) These four books are 1 Timothy gggﬁ:;?gr
table of contents fulfilled Mark o e 2 Timothy Q writen by
. . ] Paul to these
historical account seashore Luke News. These books Tltgs men.
perspective king John Jesus Christ. Philemon
Slighﬂy r eign and book written b Written to help Jews
y Luke. About the believe J is th
conflict forever Acts beginning of Christianity. Hebrews trﬁéeé%d.esus s the
; eternal
emphasize d Romans James
focuses embar.rasse 1 Corinthians 1 Peter -
century hard time 2 Corinthians These 2 Peter books are
: . ine book named after
churches consistent Galatla.ns e ks ; jo:n e men
. itten b who wrote
instruct Ep.h.eSI.anS E“Qufg y onn them.
h Philippians Christians 3 John
authors . in these
discipl Colossians ciies. Jude
1scipies 1 Thessalonians e 51 book
summarized 2 Thessalonians Revelation writen by John.




TRYING TO COMMUNICATE

LESSON 11

111 The nextday when they all
met together atthe coffee shop
in the mall, John said, “Hey
Tom, I'm really sorry your
parents are having marriage
problems.”

11.2 “Yeah, it’s been a little
stressful lately, but these talks
havehelped menottofocuson
the problems.I'mreally begin-
ning to understand a lot. So,
let’s keep going!” Tom said.

1.3 “If that's what you want,”
Sarah said as she turned in
her Bible to the book of John. 7
“Remember how the book of
Genesis begins? In the beginning .

God created the heavens and the earth. Now listen to how
the book of John begins. In the beginning was the Word
and the Word was with God and the Word was God. He was
with God in the beginning. Just as you and I use words to
help others understand us, God sent his “Word,’ Jesus,
into the world so that we would understand him. God
literally had tocomein the fleshin order tobe understood
by humans.”

114 Then Sarah said, “Maybe this story will help you
understand. Once there was a man inside a small house
on a mountain. It was very cold outside and snow
covered everything. He made a fire in the fireplace to
keep the house warm. He was reading a book when he
heard something hitthe big bay window beside him. He
looked up and saw a bird on the windowsill. The bird

-

seemed dazed, but flew back to
thetreeand then flew and crashed
into the window again. The bird
kept repeating this action.

115 Sarahshowed paininherface
as she said, “The man realized
the bird was trying to get into
the warm house. He thought to
himself, “This bird is going to
kill itself trying to get throut%h
this window.’ fo, he went to the
front of the house, opened the
door and yelled to thebird, ‘Over
here! Over here! Come through
this door into my warm house.’
But the bird just kept flying and
crashing into the window. The
manthoughttohimself,"How can
I communicate with this bird to Eelp itunderstand?’ He
thought, ‘If only I was a bird, then I could communicate
and be understood.”

11.6 Sarah looked into Tom's eyes and said, “This is how
God must have felt when the humans he created didn’t
understand him.Iwonderifhesaid,‘Iwillhavetobecome
a human and go live with them so that they will really
understand me.” God really wanted to be understood
so he sent Jesus to communicate with us.”

117 Tom said, “That’s a great story.” Then he looked
down and said, “Speaking of communication...My
family doesn’t have very good communication. M
dad andIdon’ttalkmuch. My parentsdon’ttalk muc
unless they are aréuing. Wait a minute. I'm gettin

flew over to a tree and then flew quickly and crashed
into the clear window and fell to the ground. The bird

us off track. Let’s keep talking about John chapter T.
I love your stories and your insights are amazing,.

VOCABULARY:
stressful
lately
literally

flesh

snow
covered
fireplace

bay window
windowsill
crashed
dazed
repeating
yelled
communicate
arguing

off track
insights

GENESISs 1:1
!Inthebeginning God created theheavensand theearth.

JOHN 1:1-2

'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with
God in the beginning.



THE WORD BECAME FLESH

121 Tom said, “Both of you
guys are great at helping me
understand things.”

122 “Thanks,” Sarah said, “but
thething thatisreallyamazing -
is the way you are so hungry ¢
to understand about God. ;

123 Sarah looked down at her
Bible and said, “Okay, let’slook
at verse 3. It says, Through him
all things were made. Without him
nothing was made that has been
made. Thisshows thatJesuswas
not only with God when the
world was created —the world
was created through him!”

o

124 “Verse 4 says, In him was life, and that life was
the light of men. Jesus came offering true life, a light
to guide our lives in God’s direction. Sadly most
people refuse to accept Jesus and his message — so
they remain in darkness.”

125 “Verses 6 to 9 introduce us to John the Baptist, the
final prophet sent by God to prepare the way for Jesus.
There came a man who was sent from God; his name
was John. He came as a witness to testify concerning
that light, so that through him all men might believe.
He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness
to the light. The true light that gives light to every man

LESSON 12

Baptist’s humility. He wanted
people to focus on Jesus and not
onhimself. Heknewhewas only
God's tool to prepare the world
for Jesus. I want to be more like

John the Baptist.”

127 “Look at how verses 10 to
12 describe Jesus, He was in the
world, and though the world was
made through him, the world did
not recognize him. He came to that
which was his own, but his own
did not receive him. Yet to all who
received him, to those who believed
in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God. Even
though Jesus created the world,
most peopledid notrecognizehim.
They rejected him. But those who received him became
true children of God. That must have been so painful to
Jesus to be rejected by the people he created.”

128 Then Tom said, “I thought my mom’s rejection
was painful. Think how Jesus must feel — rejected
over and over by the billions of people he created!”

must feel when we receive him. Oh, and verse
Jesus is the only one who has ever seen God. So, Jesus
is the “One” who came to help us know and love God.”

129 “That’sright,” Sarah said, “but, think how halp8py he
says

was coming into the world.”

126 “Now look at verse 15, He who comes after me has
surpassed me because he was before me. I1ove John the

1210 Then John said, “I like verse 14 about the Word
becoming flesh — alive! It's like the words on a page
coming to life and stepping off the page and into our
lives to show us how much God loves us.”

VOCABULARY:
hungry

direction

message

remain

John the Baptist
prophet

witness

testify

concerning
surpassed
humility

tool

describe

recognize

rejected

received

stepping off the page

JOHN 1:1-18

! In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. * Through him all things were made;
without him nothing was made that has been made. * In him was life, and that
life was the light of men. ® The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has
not understood it.

®There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. ? He came as a
witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe.
8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. ° The true
light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.

10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world
did not recognize him. ™ He came to that which was his own, but his own did not
receive him. 2 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he
gave the right to become children of God— '* children born not of natural descent,
nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory,
the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

'* John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, “This was he of whom I said,
“He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.”” ® From
the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. 7 For the
law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. '* No
one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only Son, who is at the Father’s side,
has made him known.



BETTER TO GIVE THAN RECEIVE

LESSON 13
1% e | 1310 John quickly said, “Now
waitaminute Uncle Hud, that
was when we were 8 years
old and you’ve never let me
live that down.”

131 Astheywere gettingready [0
to leave, Tom invited Johnto
play soccer onSaturday morn- :
ing but John said, “I have to
mow a lawn this Saturday.

1311 “That’s only because I
know it gets under vour skin
every time I remind you of it,”
Uncle Hud said with a smile.

132 Tom asked, “Do you have
a lawn-mowing business?”

133 “Yeah, it gives me some
extra sEending money, but I
don’t charge anything for the
one I'm mowing Saturday. I
do it for free because, well,
he’s my uncle. Plus I just love
being around him. ButIguess
the main reason I do it for free
is because he’s blind.”

1312 As they sat down at the
icnic table on the deck, the
ack door opened. Uncle Hud

said, “Tom, let me introduce
you to my better half. This is
my sweet wife Maria. She’s the
best thing that ever happened
to me.”

134 Tom paused for a moment and then said, “Do
you need any help?” 1313 “Nice to meet you Tom,” she said.

135 “Sure, I could use a hand. I can’t wait for you 1514 Then John said, “Aunt Maria, Sarah’s the one

to meet Uncle Hud. You're going to love him.” who introduced me to Tom. We've been getting
together recently to talk about God.”

13.6 On Saturday morning, just as John and Tom fin-

ished mowing the lawn, a man holding two drinks 1315 “Now that sounds like a discussion right up

came walking down the steps of the wooden deck my alley,” said Uncle Hud. “Maria, let’s have these

in the back yard and said, “John, Maria tells me that boys and Sarah over for dinner sometime soon.

ou brought a friend today. Here’s some of Maria’s

1ced tea. You boys need to take a break.” 1316 Aunt Maria said, “Great idea. I'll see if Sarah is

free tomorrow night. How about fried chicken?”

137 AsJohn and Tom took the glasses of iced tea, John
said, “Greattiming Uncle Hud. Wejustfinished. Uncle 13.17 Uncle Hud looked in the direction of Tom and
Hud this is Tom. %]e’s good friends with Sarah.” said, “You're going to love Maria’s fried chicken.”

138 “Good to meet you Tom. My name’s Hudson, 13.18 After John put the lawn mower in the back of

but you canjust call me Uncle Hud. So, you're good  his pickup, he turned to Tom and said, “The Bible

friends with Sarah? That Sarah is quite a girl. John, says it is better to give than to receive, but ever

can she still beat you in arm wrestling?” time I come over here I feel like I receive so muc
more than I give.”

139 Tom laughed and looked puzzled at John as he

said, “Sarah can beat you in arm wrestling?” 13.19 Tom smiled and said, “I think Tknow what youmean.”
VOCABULARY: puzzled

mow a lawn wait a minute
lawn-mowing business live that down
charge gets under your skin
blind my better half

use a hand right up my alley
wooden deck dinner

back yard

iced tea

take a break

timing

quite

arm wrestling



A TIME FOR

141 Tom rang the doorbell.
Sarah answered the door and §
invitedhiminand said, “John’s [

LESSON 14

OPENNESS

father. Has your father 7’Qassed
on the trade to you yet?”

not here yet. Uncle Hud and

149 “No, not yet.” Tom paused

Aunt Maria are in the kitchen
cooking fried chicken, mashed

potatoes and gravy, green
beans, and corn-on-the-cob.”

142 They joined them in the
kitchen. As they were all talk-
ing and preparing the food,
Tom noticed how Uncle Hud
and Aunt Maria were always
complimenting each other. He
felt very impressed with their
relationship. Tom whispered
toSarah, “They’reanamazing
couple.” Sarah nodded her
head in agreement as she stirred the iced tea.

143 Uncle Hud said, “Tom, let’s go for a walk while
the food'’s still cooking.” When they were outside
Uncle Hud held out his arm and said, “Guide me
down to the gazebo.” Tom took Uncle Hud’s arm.
Asthey walked slowly together, a flood of emotions
came over Tom and he couldn’t talk. The warmth
and closeness he felt beside Uncle Hud reminded
him that his relationship with his own fatheris cold
and distant.

144 When they reached the gazebo and satdown, Uncle
Hudbrokethesilence, “SoTom, tellmeaboutyourself.”

145 Tom said, “Our family moved here a few years
ago. My dad’s a carpenter and my mom'’s a teacher.
I'm an only child.”

146 “So, your dad’s a carpenter? Just like Jesus.”
147 “Really?” Tom said. “Jesus was a carpenter?”

148 “That’s right. He learned the trade from his

and thensaid, “Uncle Hud, can
I ask you a question?”

14.10 “Sure son, go ahead.”

1412 “Why does it seem so eas
for you and Aunt Maria to talﬁ
with each other? It seems both
of you really love each other.”

1413 “Well, you're just seeing
the results of years of working
on our relationship. A great
relationship doesn’tcome easy.
It requires a lot of hard work.
Maria and I decided before we got married that
God would always be at the center of our relation-
ship. And we also agreed that we would both love
God first and each other second.”

1414 “Wow. I wish my parents loved each other that
way. They’ve been avingbserious marriage prob-
lemslately.” Tom couldn’tbelieve whathejustsaid.
1415 Uncle Hud was quiet and then responded, “I'm
sorry to hear that Tom. Is it okay if I share this with
Maria so that we can pray about this together?”

1416 “Sure,” said Tom. “I've already told Sarah and
Johnaboutittoo.I'd appreciate your prayersbecause
it may take a miracle to save their marriage.”

1417 “Tom, nothing is impossible for God. He can do
more than we ask or imagine. And by the way, your
parents have a lot more in common with Jesus than
}fou realize. Jesus was both a carpenter and a teacher.

"m going to pray they become even more like Jesus.”

14.18 Just then Sarah yelled to them, “Time to eat!”

VOCABULARY: warmth
rang distant
doorbell broke the silence
mashed potatoes carpenter
gravy trade
green bean passed on
corn-on-the-cob results
complimenting center
whispered serious
agreement pray
stirred miracle
gazebo impossible
flood of emotions imagine
closeness in common



“HELLO GOoD, I’'M ToOM”

LESSON 15

151 When all the food was © “ -
laced on the table and Aunt =
aria finally sat down, Uncle
Hud said, “Tom, it’s our
custom to thank God before
we eat, so I'm going to say a

little praﬁer. Loving Heavenly =
Father, thank you for blessing
me with Maria. And thank you
for giving her a heart that is
alwgﬁils sowilling to serve oth-
ers. Thank you for this feast set
before us. And Father, thank
you especially for letting me

et to know Tom. Bless him as

e seeks you and show him
how much you love him. In
Jesus’ name, Amen.”

152 AuntMaria’s fried chicken was every bitas good
as Uncle Hud said it would be. Most of the conver-
sation around the dinner table was just small talk.
ThenJohnsaid, “I guess you guys are the best group
for me to share this with. Tﬁe reason I was late is
because I had a little conflict with my girlfriend. I'd
appreciate your prayers as we try to work through
some issues.”

153 Tom tried not to act surprised. He didn’t know
thatJohn had a girlfriend. dncle Hud said, “What’'s
her name? I'd like to pray for her by name.”

154 “Her name’s Cindy,” John said.

155 “Hud and I will Kray about this tonight before
we go to bed,” said Aunt Maria.

156 Sarah said, “Just let me know if there is any way
I can help.”

157 “You can help!” Uncle Hud said. “Prayer changes
things. Jesus said if we have faith we will receive
whatever we ask for in prayer. He also said, ‘Ask

. and you will receive. Seek and
. you will find. Knock and the
: gloor xivill be o lened tccl) yog.’
. He’salways willing and rea
~— tohelp usyif we w1i1 open ou};
_ hearts to him. Let’s just stop
| and pray about thisrightnow.”

* 155 Uncle Hud then prayed for
- John's relationship with Cindy
and that God’s will would be
done. He also prayed that God
would 'v%!lohnwisdom inhow
. to handle the situation.

159 Tom listened to Uncle
Hud’s prayer and thought to
himselfI,) ”I}sl God really listen-
ing? Does the creator of the
universe really have time to listen to each of us?”

1510 Later that night as Sarah, John and Tom were
about to leave, Uncle Hud put his hand on Tom’s
shoulder and said, “Tom, the prayer of faith really
does change things. Maria and I will be praying for
your parents, but I want you to pray for them too.”

1511 They said goodbye and everyone went home.
When Tom entered his house, the tense feeling came
back. He went into his room, knelt down beside his
bed and thought, “I don’t know where to start.”

1512 “Hello God, I'm Tom. Well, I guess you already
know who I am. I guess you've Enown me all m

life. Well, it’s finally good to get to know you. Sarah’s
the one who introduced me to you, I mean, told me
about you. We've been talking about you for a while,
but this is my first time to actually talk with you by
myself. God, my family needs a ot of help. I know
my parents don’t seem to care about you, but I do.
Could ;Iou make my family happy like Uncle Hud’s
family? I'll help you in any way I can. And God, can
you give me faith tobelieve you will really help them?”

VOCABULARY: willing
custom God’s will
prayer wisdom
heavenly handle
blessing shoulder
feast knelt down
Amen introduced
every bit as good a while
work through
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surprised

faith

knock



A DIVIDED HEART

LESSON 16

161 The next day Tom saw
Johnin thehallway and asked,
“Hey, doyou wanttohangout
this afternoon?”

162 Johnsaid, “Sure, ifyoudon't
mind riding around with me
while I run some errands.”

163 Thatafternoon as John was
driving to the bank Tom said,
“So, tell me about Cindy.”

164 “We've liked each other a
few months. I thought things
were going okay,Qout theril’l I

otaneye-opener. Yousee, she
%sed tolike this other uy, but
then they broke up. I thought
things were over between them. Then last week, I
noticed she was wearing a heart locket necklace
and asked about it. She started acting all nervous
and said, ‘Oh, it’s just an old necklace” and then she
changed the subject. It made me wonder if her and
her old boyfriend’s pictures are inside it.”

165 John pulled up to the bank and parked his truck
and said, “Then at the mall Saturday when she
was paying for something, I noticed she still had a
picture of her old boyfriend in her wallet. When I
said something about it she just clammed up and
wouldn’t talk. It was really frustrating!”

166 Tom said, “I'm sorry to hear that. Sounds like she
has a divided heart like my dad. Sarah said God un-
derstands our pain. He loves us with all his heart and
wants us to love him with all our hearts. A divided
heart is destroying my parents’ relationship. How
could God ever forgive a dad like mine?”

167 Tom decided toopenup aboutsomethingelse. “Look
at this,” Tom said as he turned his back to John and
pulled up the back of his shirt. “See these scars across
my back? My dad used to beat me with a dowel rod.

I guess he thought that was the
best way to make me obey him.
Until today I never take my shirt
off in front of others for fear that
someone will see thescars.Idon’t
know if I'll ever forgive him.”

168 John was speechless. He re-
alized his probiems were small
compared toTom’s. “I'mnotsure
what to say right no}x;v. LIe}’i me
write a prescription that I hope
will help you.” He then wro}ie
something on a notepad, folded
itand said, “Here, read thiswhen
you get home. Then take some
time to think about it.”

169 After Tom gothome, heread
the note. It was two verses in the Bible. He turned to
the words of Jesus in Matthew 6:15, “Butif you donot
forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive
your sins.” The verse pierced Tom’s heart. He real-
ized God would not forgive him if he didn’t forgive
his dad. He sat in silence as he debated what to do.
Then he read God’s words in Hebrews 8:12, “For I
will forgive their wickedness and will remember their
sins no more.” Tears welled up in Tom's eyes. Then
he took a deep breath and said, “Okay God.I guessif

ou’re willing to forgive my dad, then I should too.”
mmediately something changed within his heart.

1610 When Tom’s dad came home that night, Tom
didn’t feel the same tense feeling as before. Tom
said, “Hey Dad, how was work?’

16.11 Tom’s dad was surprised that Tom even talked
to him. “I'm working on a big job right now. The
contractor needs it done by the end of the month.”

1612 Tom wasn’t sure how to respond, but decided
to be encouraging. “I know you’ll get it finished.”

16.13 “T sure hope so,” Tom’s dad replied.

VOCABULARY: dowel rod
hang out obey
errands speechless
eye-opener prescription
broke up notepad
locket necklace folded
nervous pierced
paying debated
wallet welled up
clammed up within
divided contractor
scars encouraging

beat



UNANSWERED PRAYERS

LESSON 17

171 Uncle Hud and AuntMaria
invited Sarah, John and Tom
for dessert on Thursday night.
“Maria, your chocolate pie
never ceases to amaze me,”
Uncle Hud said with a }g@
Theneveryoneelsesaid, “Yes,
yes, it’s wonderful.”

172 “Tom,” Uncle Hud said,
“Maria and I have been pray-
ing for your parentsevery day.”

173 Tom said, “I took your
advice.” Uncle Hud turned
his right ear toward Tom to
really listen. “I talked to God
that night about my parents. It
felt kind of strange at first, but

I think He was really listening. Then I talked to God

again on Monday after John wrote out a prescription
for some medicine that was pretty bitter to swallow.”
Uncle Hud got a confused look on his face.

174 John clarified, “What Tom means is, I wrote
down two scriptures for him to meditate on.”

175 “So Tom, whatdid you learn,” Uncle Hud asked?

176 “T learned a tough lesson,” Tom said. “I wanted
my dad to change, but I wasn’t willing to change
myself first.I've held alot of resentment in my heart
against my father for a long time. God helped me
realize I had to release this resentment to him and
forgive my dad.

17.7 Uncle Hud said, “You're a wise man Tom. Russian
author Leo Tolstoy said, ‘Everyone thinks of changin
the world, but no one thinks of changing himself.””

176 Aunt Maria said, “John, we’ve been praying for
your relationship situation too.”

179 John sighed and said, “Well, she broke up with

me yesterday. So, all day today
I've been feeling down.”

17.10 “I'msorry tohearthatJohn,”
Aunt Maria said. “I need to tell
you a story about a break up in
my gast. Iliked a guy beforeImet
Hud.Ithoughtthis guy hung the
moon. I was crazy about him. I
prayed that God would give him
to me, but instead he broke my
heart. I got depressed and lost
| my appetite and could hardl
eat for two weeks. I couldn’t
understand why God didn’t
answer my prayers.”

1711 Sarah stared at Aunt Maria.
She had never heard this story
before. Aunt Maria continued, “Years later [bumped
into friends who told me some terrible things about
him. All T could think was, ‘Oh God, thank you for
not answering my 1Erayers back then. What if I had
married him? Thank you God for giving Hud tome!””

1712 She leaned over and held John’s hand. “John,
we don’t always know God’s will. Sometimes he
says ‘Yes,” ‘No” or ‘Not yet.” We just have to release
mattersinto Hishands and trust that Heisin control,
that He loves us and knows what is best for us.”

1713Uncle Hud said, “The reason we invited you guys
over tonight was to pray about these things. Let’s all
spend some time prayinginsilence for afew minutes.

ray for whatever God has put on your heart. Then
ask Him for greater faith to entrust all things to Him.”

17.14 Tom looked around and saw the others close
their eyes so he closed his too. He thought, “God, I
don’tknow whatyour answer will bein my parents’
situation. Just help me trust that you reall%z do love
us and want the best for us.” He opened his eyes
and looked at the others and thought, “God, thank
you for bringing these people into my life.”

VOCABULARY: feeling down
invited hung the moon
dessert depressed
ceases appetite

grin stared
medicine bumped into
bitter leaned over
swallow matters
scriptures control
meditate on silence
tough entrust
resentment

release



THE ACTS OF PRAYER

LESSON 18

18.1 Uncle Hud said, “Let’s all
move into the living room.”

182 Tom looked around the
living room with amazement.
The walls were filled with all
kinds of strange, exotic things
from foreign countries. Tom
asked, “Is that an ostrich egg?
It's huge!”

Sup

}8-3 A&mft Maria said, “An old
riend of oursisamissionaryin
Africa. We've helped support
him for many years. He gave
us thategg as a thank you gift.
These wallsare filled with gifts
from Christians around the
world. Ijust love this Chinese o

vase. I think it’s really old. And look at these little
sculptures called netsuke. They are from Japan. I'm
not sure if they are originals or just reproductions.
Either way, I just think they are beautiful!”

184 Uncle Hud said, “Someday I'll tell you all about
my connection with all these people from around
the world. But ri%gt now, I want to talk a little about
prayer. Tom, it’s kind of hard to know how to start
a prayet, isn't it?”

185 Tom nodded his head and said, “It’s also hard to
know what to say at the end of a prayer.”

186 Uncle Hud continued, “Most people think prayer
is just asking God for things, but prayer is so much
more.lused toloveit when my firstson would climb
up in my lap and tell me about his day. I think God
wants us to talk with him in this warm special way.”

187 He then reached in his pocket and pulled out
some coins. “Whatif my son never talked to me until
he wanted some money to go to the store? I would
begin to feel like he only wanted my money but not
a relationship with me. I wonder if that's how we

Adoration
P Confession
Tha

make God feel sometimes?”

188 “Have yti)lu ever he?rd ofthe
acronym—the ACTS of prayer?
The A stands for Adomgz?on.yWe
should start our prayers by
adoring God and praisinghim.”

189 “Then we should Confess
that we are sinners in need of his
forgiveness. We are totally de-
pendentonhim foreverything.”

nksgiving

1810 “Next is Thanksgiving. We
should thank God for all the
blessingsinourlives. Weshould
thank him for the big and small
things of each day, and even for
' the unansweredy prayers that
end up being blessings in our lives,” Uncle Hud said
as he smiled and looked in Aunt Maria’s direction.

1811 “The lastletter is S, which stands for Supplication.
That's a big word, but it just means to supply. We
should ask God to supply all our needs. It’s okay to
ask God for things or for his help. Just don’t limit
your communication with God to asking him for
things. He wants to have a conversation with us.”

1812 Aunt Maria added, “Hud has painted a picture of
God as a warm loving father who wants to be close
to us. Another view of God is that he is the Almighty
Creator of the universe. And some peoplelike to view
God as a close friend. There are many ways to view
God. And there are many different things that attract
us to Jesus. If T held up a diamond, each of us would
see a sparkle from a different angle. In the same way,
whatever attracts me to God or to the Good News
of Jesus Christ may be different from what attracts
you. I thank God thathe has made each of us to have
our own unique ways. All these gifts on the walls of
this living room serve as a reminder that God has
created a very diverse world and he loves each of us
in a special way.”

VOCABULARY: climb

living room lap

strange pocket
exotic coins
foreign acronym
ostrich stands for
missionary adoration
vase praising
netsuke confess
originals forgiveness
reproductions dependent
either way thanksgiving
connection supplication

supply

limit

painted a picture
view

almighty

attract

diamond
sparkle

angle

in the same way
whatever
unique

diverse



NEW WINE NEEDS A NEW WINESKIN

191 Uncle Hud said, “I have
anidea. Since Tom is wantin
to know more about Jesus, I
like to suggest that everyone
%0 home and read about the
ife of Jesus in the first four
books of the New Testa-
ment - Matthew, Mark, Luke
and John. These four books
are called the Gospels which
means Good News. Then let’s
comeback onSunday and talk
about our favorite stories.”

192 Sarah said, “I’'m not sure
I can read that much before
Sunday. How about this Sun-
day you tell us the story of »
yourrelationship withall your

triends around the world who gave these gifts on
the walls. Then the following Sunday we can begin
sharing our favorite stories aboutJesus.” Uncle Hud
and everyone else agreed it was a good idea.

19.3 That night while Tom was on hisbed reading the
book of Matthew, he read for a couple of hours and
then fell asleep. In the middle of the night somethin
startled Tom. He woke up suddenly, sat up in be
and wondered, “What does it mean?” He had just
dreamed the same dream again about giving his
father the roses. Now that he was wide awake, he
decided to continue reading his Bible.

194 Friday at lunch he told Sarah about the dream.
And then Saturday morning when mowing Uncle
Hud'’s lawn he told John about the recurring dream
too. “It's weird.I've never dreamed the same dream
twice. I just wish I knew what it meant. I couldn’t
go back to sleep. So, instead of just lying there wide
awake, I decided to continue reading about Jesusin
Matthew and Mark. How about you? How much
have you read so far?”

195 John replied, “Well, I haven’t started yet. I've
had so many things on my plate I haven’t stopped
to focus on the reading. I need to start today.

19.6 Tom continued raking leaves and grassinto abig

LESSON 19

} |

pile. Beside the trashcans on
the side of the house he found
an old plastic garbage bag that
¢ was half-full of leaves. He be-
gan cramming as many leaves
as he could into the bag until
it was full. When he squeezed
the bag and tried to tie the top,
the bottom burst and all the
leaves fell out. John saw what
happened and laughed and
said, “That old bag couldn’t
. handle all those new leaves.
I'll go get a new plastic bag in
the garage.”

% ! & 197 When they finished all the
‘ y A work they sat down at the pic-

nic table on the wooden deck to
enjoy some iced tea with Uncle Hud. John laughed
as he told Uncle Hud how Tom pushed so hard on
the bag it ripped open and all the leaves poured out
on the ground. Then Tom chan%)ed the subject and
said, “So I guess you 1guys will be going to church
tomorrow morning. Do you think T need to start
going to church too?”

198 Uncle Hud said, “Well Tom, you could go with
John to his church and sit there with about 1000
other people. But I want to help you understand
that you guys already have started a church. Jesus
said, ‘For wKere two or three are gathered together
in my name, there am I in the midst of them.” I'm
afraid you will lose the closeness and impact on one
another’slivesif you try to fititinto another church
setting. You guys have something new and fresh.
Jesus said if you put new wine into an old wineskin
it will burst the wineskin. New wine needs a new
wineskin — and that’s what you already have. God
is doing something powerful among you already!”

199 Uncle Hud continued, “Now what you guys

and Sarah need to understand is that God wants

this little church to grow. He wants you to expand

his kingdom. He doesn’t want you to be some nice

little club of EeoEle. He wants you to be a loving
at he

community t lps others find a close relation-
ship with tée Lord.’

VOCABULARY: raking
Gospels pile

favorite garbage bag
startled cramming
suddenly squeezed
recurring burst

weird handle
lying garage
wide awake ripped
things on my plate church

gathered

midst

impact

setting

wine

wineskin

expand his kingdom
club

community



HOPE WHEN ALL SEEMED HOPELESS

201 In the living room on
Sunday evening, Uncle Hud
said, “Sarah asked if I would
share my story with everyone
this week. I have to warn you
though. Every timeItalk about
it I start to cry.”

202 Tom wondered if Uncle
Hud meant tears of pain or |
tears of joy.

203 “After Mariaand I gotmar-
ried, I was in graduate school
studying a Masters of Divinity
and Maria was about to finish
nursing school. We were plan-
ning on being missionaries on
a team with some of our best
friends. Then all our plans came to a screeching
halt. I was driving in the rain and my car began to
hydroplane on a curve and the next thing I knew I
woke up in the hospital and never could see again.”

204 “T don’t know what I would have done without
Mariainmy life at that time. After my accident, Iwas
so depressed. All our hopes and dreams seemed to
be shattered. Everything seemed so dark. I couldn’t
even imagine how to continue on in life. I was so
discouraged that I didn’t even feel like getting out
of bed. God, however, in his infinite wisdom knew

it was time to send me a ray of hope

205 “Early one morning, while Maria and I were still
asleep,  had a dream that seemed so real, like it was
actually happening. I saw the gates of heaven open
upjustalittlebitand anamazingly brightlight came
bursting through. A warmth filled my heartlikeI've
never experienced before. Then I heard a voice say
to me, “Be of good cheer, for you have been chosen
to sing the praises of God forever.”

206 “Immediately I woke up and tears were stream-
ing down my face — just like they are right now.”
Uncle Hud’s voice cracked as he tried to say, “God
gave me hope.” Aunt Maria put a tissue in his hand
and he wiped away the tears. “I was feeling useless
and God told me that he had chosen me. I didn’t

know what that meant. I just
knew he would give me a new
way of serving him. And he
did, he gave me a new career
as a counselor. As you guys
know, we never became mis-
sionaries, but God used us tg
support missionaries aroun
the world. And that has given
us alot of joy and satisfaction.”
Uncle Hud couldn’t see it, but
. there wasn't a dry eye in the
room.

207 AuntMariasaid, “Hud ismy

Apostle Paul. Paul was blinded

so that he could ‘see” Tom, are
ou familiar with that story?”
om shook his head quietly.

208 “God changed the heart of a very influential man
who had despised Christians. God sent a bright light
tha}tlblinded aulandavoice fl;ogn %eavin (siai tﬁ him,
‘Why are you persecuting me?’ Sohe asked, “‘Who are
you,yLor ?” And the answer came back, ‘I am Jesus
whom you are persecuting. Now get up and go into
the city and you will be told everything you must
do.” And he oﬁeyed Jesus’ command even thoughhe
didn’t really understand where these actions would
lead hislife. God used Paul in a powerful way to help
thousands of people to come to faith in Jesus Christ.
And I think tEat in the same way, Hud’s desire to
support people to ﬁo tell the Good News of Jesus
around the world has indirectly helped hundreds
of people become followers of Jesus!

209 Tom said, “So, Uncle Hud, what you are sayin
is that God can speak to us through dreams, right?

2010 Uncle Hud said, “God can speak to us any way
he wants. He’s God!”

20.11 “T think God spoke to me through a dream too.”
Then Tom retold tFle dream about buying roses and
g}{lving them to his father and then seeing the sun-
shine trying to come through a heart-shaped hole
in a cloud. Sarah said that this dream may be a sign.
Maybe this dream is a ray of hope in my life too.”

VOCABULARY: infinite
warn wisdom
graduate school ray of hope

Masters of Divinity gates of heaven

nursing school

screeching halt cheer

hydroplane voice cracked
curve chosen
shattered career
discouraged support

bursting through

satisfaction
dry eye
Apostle
familiar
shook
influential
despised
persecuting
command
indirectly



PROTECTION, WISDOM & GRACE

LESSON 21

21.1 The following Sunday eve-
ning Uncle Hud asked John to
be the first to share his favorite
story about Jesus. John then
admitted his weakness was
procrastination, and apolo-
ized that he still hadn’t fin-
1shed reading Matthew, Mark,
Luke and John. An awkward
silence filled the room.

212 Sarah quickly took the
uncomfortable focus off of
John by saying, “I have one
I'd like to share. I think one
of my favorite stories is the

Woman Caughtin Adultery in : é’ o

John chapter8.Jesus’ wisdom
and his protective actions are astounding.”

21.3 Sarahread the stoay outloud torefresheveryone’s
memory and thensaid, “I've alwazs wondered where
the man was. Why did they only bring the woman?”

21.4 Aunt Maria said, “The Jewish law required both
the man and the woman should be punished, but we
can see the Pharisees — astrict Jewish sect, were only
using this woman as bait to catch Jesus in a trap.

21.5 Uncle Hud said, “Why do you think Jesus bent down
and started writing on the ground?”

21.6 “I think Jesus was protecting her,” Sarah said. “Ev-
eryone was staring at the woman ready to throw stones
ather. When Jesus bent down and started writing in the
sand, all the focus turned away from her and on to him.”

217 UncleHud added, “Yes, Jesus’silentactions actually
protected her. So, if God seems to be silent when you're
going through a hard time, remember this: The teacher

is always silent during a test.”

218 Tom thought to himself,
“Wow, that was deep.Sarahand
UncleHud have great insights.”

219 Johnadded, “The Pharisees
said the Jewish law command-
ed they stone such women. It
seemed like a no-win situation
when they asked Jesus, “Now
what do you say?”

2110 John continued, “If Jesus
said not to stone her, the Phari-
sees would have accused Jesus
of notkeeping God’s law. Jesus’
followers would have lost faith
and stopped believing he was sent from God. Or, if
Jesus sauij to stone her to death, he would have broken
Roman law which did not allow for executions out-
side of Roman authority. The Pharisees would have
immediately notified t%e Roman authorities about
Jesus. It looked as if Jesus didn’t have a way out.”

21.11 Tomsaid, “Exactly! But Jesus’ answer blew my mind.
Everyone was speechless after his wise answer, ‘Let any
one of you who 1s without sin be the first to throw a stone
ather.”"Maybe the oldest men walked away first because
they knew they had the most sin.”

2112 Aunt Maria said, “Just because Jesus forgave her
doesn’t mean it’s okay to sin. Jesus knew she was in this
situation because of her sin. So, he also told her, ‘Go and
sin no more.” Tears must have been streaming down her
faceasshe walked away from this near-death experience.I
thinkJesusknew that grace would change herlife forever.”

21.13 Uncle Hud said, “Everyone, these are wise insights.
Even from someone who put off the reading assignment.

VOCABULARY: bent down
admitted staring
weakness throw stones
procrastination insights
apologized stone
awkward silence no-win situation
uncomfortable accused
caught lost faith
adultery executions
protective authority
astounding notified
refresh blew my mind
memory near-death
bait put off

trap assignment
Pharisees

Jewish sect

WOMAN CAUGHT IN ADULTERY
John 8:1-11

Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. At dawn he appeared
again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered
around him, and he sat down to teach them. The teachers
of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in
adultery. They made her stand before the group and said to
Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery.
In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now
what do you say?” They were using this question as a trap, in
order to have a basis for accusing him. But Jesus bent down
and started to write on the ground with his finger. When they
kepton questioning him, he straightened up and said to them,
“Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw
a stone at her.” Again he stooped down and wrote on the
ground. At this, those who heard began to go away one at a
time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the
woman still standing there. Jesus straightened up and asked
her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?”
“No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither do I condemn you,”
Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.”



THE POWER OF A FATHER’S LOVE

LESSON 22

221 The next Sunday night
Johntold everyone, “Ifinished
reading Matthew, Mark, Luke
and John. Can I talk about
the parable of the Lost Son?
It’s one of my favorite stories
because I can really identify
with the lost son.”

222 Everyonfe nodded and
gestured asif to say, “Sure, go
ahead.” And UnchHud sai%l,
“John, I'm looking forward to
hearing your story.”

223 John said, “Okay, let’s
turn to Luke 15:11.” ]oﬁn read
the entire story for everyone
and then said, “Tell me some
things we can learn from the father in this parable.”

224 Aunt Maria said, “God doesn’t force us to love
him, but He always wants us to come back to Him.
Also, asking for the inheritance while the father is
still alive isﬁike saying, ‘I wish you were dead.” It's
amazing the father gives it to him and lets him go.”

225 Sarah said, “Sometimes we have to hit rock bottom

I have. I'm a little embarrassed
to admit this, but I was really
distant from God in 10th grade.
EventhoughIgrew upinafam-
ily that taught me to love God,
rightafterIturned 16and gotmy
driver’slicense, Ibeganhanging
around some guys who were a
bad influence on me.”

227 John's confessionsurprised
Tom, but he was impressed
with his honesty. John contin-
ued, “I felt guilty about many
of the things we were doing, so
Istopped reading my Bibleand
praying. I used every excuse I
could think of to avoid goin

to church. My father notice

my behavior had changed and did something I
didn’t expect. When he came into my bedroom to
talk with me, I thought I was goingto get a long
lecture. But, instead, he asked me to go with him

to the golf driving range.”

228 “We had a really fun time driving golf balls as
far as we could. Then he took me to a great little
hole-in-the-wall restaurant. He thenbegan to tellme

before we come to our senses and turn back to God. I
also think the father protected his son by running out
to meet him. If the son had to enter the village alone,
maybe the neighbors would have ridiculed him, “Com-
ingback to get more money? You should be ashamed!’
No one dared say that after the father hugged and
kissed him, and gave him a robe, sandals andg aring.”

226 John asked, “Have you ever felt like the lost son?

about a time in his life when he was distant from
God too. His openness made me open up and I
confessed a lot of things to him. I felt a really stron
bond with my dad on that day. He never ?(]ecture
me. He just let me know how much he loved me
and how much God loves me. That day changed
my life. I decided to turn away from the bad things
I was doing and turn back to my Heavenly Father.
I guess that’s what the word repent means.

VOCABULARY: come to our senses
identify ridiculed

gestured ashamed

parable license

inheritance influence

hit rock bottom confession

guilty bond
excuse repent
behavior

golf driving range

lecture

hole-in-the-wall

LUKE 15:11-32

Jesus continued: “There was
a man who had two sons. The
younger one said to his father,
"Father, give me my share of the
estate.’ Sohe divided his property
between them. “Not long after
that, the younger son got together
all he had, set off for a distant
country and there squandered his
wealthinwild living. Afterhehad
spent everything, there was a se-
vere faminein thatwhole country,
and he began to be inneed. So he
went and hired himself out to a
citizen of that country, who sent
him to his fields to feed pigs. He
longed tofillhis stomach with the

]};ods that the pigs were eating,
ut no one gave him anything.
“When he came to his senses, he
said, “How many of my father’s
hired servantshave food to spare,
and here I am starving to death!
I will set out and go back to my
father and say to him: Father, I
have sinned against heaven and
against you. I am no longer wor-
thy tobe called your son; make me
like one of your hired servants.’
So he got up and went to his
father. “But while he was still a
long way off, his father saw him
and was filled with compassion
for him; he ran to his son, threw
his arms around him and kissed
him. “The sonsaid tohim, ‘Father,
Ihave sinned againstheaven and

against you. I am no longer wor-
thy to be called your son.” “But
the father said to his servants,
‘Quick! Bring the best robe and
Eut it on him. Put a rinE on his

inger and sandals on his feet.
Bring the fattened calf and kill it.
Let’s have a feast and celebrate.
For this son of mine was dead and
is alive again; he was lost and is
found.” Sothey began to celebrate.
“Meanwhile, the older son was
in the field. When he came near
the house, he heard music and
dancing. So he called one of the
servantsand asked him whatwas

oingon. Yourbrotherhas come,’
ﬁe replied, ‘and your father has
killec{g the fattened calf because
he has him back safe and sound.”

“The olderbrotherbecame angry
and refused to go in. So his father
went out and pleaded with him.
Buthe answered his father, ‘Look!
All these years I've been slaving
for you and never disobeyed
your orders. Yet you never gave
me even a young goat so I could
celebrate with my friends. But
when this son of yours who has
squandered your property with
prostitutes comes home, you kill
the fattened calf for him!" “ "My
son,” the father said, ‘you are
always with me, and everything
I have is yours. But we had to
celebrate and be glad, because
this brother of yours was dead
and is alive again; he was lost
and is found.””



AFFIRMATION FROM THE FATHER

LESSON 23

23.1 Tom said, “I wish my dad
loved me like that. My dad
doesn’t even talk to me very
much. [just wish he wasn’t so
distant and cold toward me.
Sometimes I'd give anything
tohaveadad like thelostson’s
father.

232 Uncle Hud cleared his
throat and said, “Tom, you're
right. Every son needs their
father’saffirmation. Let’slook
at another Father in the Bible
who affirms his Son.”

233 Uncle Hud said, “Turn in
your Bibles to Matthew 3:13-
17.” Then he began to quote
all the verses from memory and said, “Jesus was
affirmed by his Father. Listen to this again, ‘This is
my Son, whomIlove; with HimIam well pleased.”

234 He continued, “We don’t realize how power-
ful this affirmation is in Jesus’ life until the next
chapter. In Matthew 4:1-11 it says after Jesus had
fasted from food for 40 days, Satan tried to tempt
him three times to make him doubt three things:
his physical needs, his protection and his power.”

235 Then Uncle Hud said, “The affirmation Jesus
received from his Father at his baptism gave him
the strength to overcome each of these temptations
of Satan. Each time, Jesus stands strong and uses the

236 Tom listened intently as
Uncle Hud said, “Even though
the affirmation from our earth-
ly father is important in our
lives, the affirmation from our
heavenly Father is even more
essential. Tom, I’'m sorry about
your relationship with your
tather. I know it’s difficult, but
I want you to understand how
much God loves you. When

ou truly know this in your

eart, it will give you insFira-
'II

. tionand strength foryourlife

237 As Tom nodded his head
Sarah added, “Tom, I'm
amazed you're such a great
guy evenwithoutyour father’s
affirmation. That says a lot about your character.”

238 John said, “Yeah, T haven’t known you for long,

butyouhavebecome a good friend. Like Sarah said,

you have a lot of character. You're consistent and

éeliable. When you say you’ll do something, you
oit.”

239 Aunt Maria chimed in, “Tom, you have a great
personality and T think you have a bright future
ahead of you. Of course, it doesn’t hurt t%at you're
such a nice-looking young man.”

2310 Uncle Hud said, “Tom, it sounds to me like
you've just received from this group what Jesus

scripturesinhisheart to withstand the temptation.” received from his Father - affirmation!”
VOCABULARY: baptism character

cleared his throat overcome consistent

affirmation temptations reliable

quote stands strong chimed in

fasted withstand personality

tempt essential bright future

physical needs inspiration nice-looking

MATTHEW 3:13-17 alightingonhim. Andavoice is written: ‘Man shall not yourGod tothe test.”” Again,

fromheavensaid, “Thisis my

live on bread alone, but on the devil took him to a very

Then Jesus came from
Galilee to the Jordan to be
baptized by John. But John
tried to deter him, saying, “I
need to be baptized by you,
and do you come to me?” Je-
sus replied, “Let it be so now;
itis proper for us to do this to
fulfillallrighteousness.” Then
John consented. As soon as
Jesus was baptized, he went
up out of the water. At that
momentheaven was opened,
and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and

Son, whom I love; with him I
am well pleased.”

MATTHEW 4:1-11

Then Jesus was led by the
Spirit into the wilderness to
be tempted by the devil. After
fasting forty days and forty
nights, he was hungry. The
tempter came tohim and said,
“If you are the Son of God,
tell these stones to become
bread.” Jesus answered, “It

every word that comes from
the mouth of God.” ” Then
the devil took him to the
holy city and had him stand
on the highest point of the
temple. “If you are the Son of
God,” he said, “throw your-
self down. For it is written: “
‘He will command his angels
concerning you, and they will
lift you up in their hands, so
that you will not strike your
foot against a stone.” ” Jesus
answered him, “It is also
written: ‘Do not put the Lord

high mountain and showed
him all the kingdoms of the
world and theirsplendor. “All
this I will give you,” he said,
“if you will bow down and
worship me.” Jesus said to
him, “Away from me, Satan!
For itis written: “Worship the
Lord your God, and serve
him only.” ” Then the devil
lefthim, and angels came and
attended him.



WALKING BIBLE

241 Later, while Sarah and
AuntMariawerein thekitchen
preparing dessert, Tom, John
and Uncle Hud were outside
onthe deck. Uncle Hud looked
up into the night sky and said,
“] sure miss staring at the stars
at night. Tom, are the stars
shining brightly or are they
covered by the clouds?”

242 “They’re shining brightly
tonight,” Tomsaid ashe stared
at the stars. Then he shouted,
“Wow!Uncle Hud, ashooting
star just lit up the sky!”

243 Uncle Hud said, “Justhear- T 3 |
ing your excitement to see it
givesme pleasure.Ilove your child-like enthusiasm.”

244 Tom then said, “I wish I could share this kind
of experience with my dad. He’s always working.
And when he is home, he’s usually arguing wit%l
my mom.”

245 Uncle Hud cleared his throat again and said,
“In Colossians 3:21 it says, ‘Fathers, do not embitter
}Eour children, or they ‘will become discouraged.’

om, I'm sorry your father has discouraged you.
I've been praying for God to change his heart. He
needs to be training you while you're still under his
roof. Proverbs 22:6 says, ‘Train up a child in the
way he should go, and when he is old he will not
depart from it.”

246 Tom stared up at the stars as Uncle Hud contin-
ued, “Fathers are instructed to teach God’s Word to
their children. In Deuteronomy 6:4-7 it says, ‘Hear,
O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love
the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your strength. These
commandments that I give you today are to be on

LESSON 24

our hearts. Impress them on
gour children. Talk about them
whenyousitathomeand when
youwalk along the road, when
you lie down and when you
getup.”

247 John said, “Uncle Hud,
you'rea Walking Bible. You've
memorized somany scriptures
and you know how to apply
them to our daily lives and
circumstances.”

248 Tom said, “Yeah, how
do you know so many Bible
verses?”

249 “Well, after my accident, I
asked Maria to read the Bible to me every night. We
decided tomemorize scripture together becauseit’s
the best way to let God’s Word live in our hearts.
Now I have a computer that can read for me, but
I still prefer Maria! Now young men, I'm going to
have to excuse myself. Nature calls.”

2410 Tom and John laughed and gave Uncle Hud
one more compliment as he was heading into the
house, “You’'re the best Uncle Hud!”

2411 Uncle Hud deflected their praise and pointed
upwards and said, “To God be the glory!”

2412 They stood there in silence staring up at the stars
untilJohnsaid, “I'dlike tosay a prayer for your dad.”
John then prayed for God to change Tom’s dad’s
heartand for God to give Tom a healthy relationship
with his dad. He also prayed for God to intervene
and change the direction of Tom's parents’ marriage.
When John ended the prayer with “Amen,” Tom
also said, “Amen.” Just then another shooting star
flashed across the sky and Tom said, “I think God
heard your prayer! Sure hope He answers it.”
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DO UNTO OTHERS

o
170

251 Tomsaw Sarahon Tuesday ¥
whilewalking toclassand said,

“Hey, are you free for lunch?”

252 Sarah said, “I have to
work on a group project dur-
ing lunch today.” I m looked
down and wasn’t sure what to
saynext. ThenSarahsaid, “But
I'm free tomorrow if you are.”

253 Tom smiled and said,
“Okay, see you tomorrow at
lunch.” As he turned to walk
away helooked back and said,
“Oh, by the way, your brown-
ies last night were excellent!”
Sarah’s face beamed as she
watched Tom walk away.

254 Later that day John passed Tom in the hallway
and said, “Hey, I'm getting together with some guys
to play soccer after school. Want to join us?”

255 Tom said, “Sounds great. Can’t wait.” John then
said he’d give Tom aride home to change his clothes.
Tom said, “I'll meet you at your truck after school.”
As Tom was sitting in his next class he remembered
his mom had asked him to help her move some
heavy boxes in her classroom after school. Tom sat
there frustrated. He really wanted to play soccer
but he’d already promised his mom he would help
her. Tom saw John after school and said, “I told...”
Just then his phone rang. His mom said she had a
meeting and would have to reschedule. Tom turned
to John and said, “I told you I'd be here. Let’s go.”

256 Tom met a shy 10th grader named Dan while
they were warming u% Asthey werekicking theball
around Tom noticed Dan wasn’t very coordinated.
Tom showed him a few moves and Dan seemed to
appreciate an upper classman giving him the time of
day. Tom and Dan ended up on the same team.

257 During the first game, Tom
had a clear shot at the goal, but
decided to pass to Dan. Dan
awkwardly swung his leg with
all his migfnt and the ball rock-
eted offhisfootand into the goal.

- 258 Everyone cheered as Dan
raised both hands into the
air and yelled, “My first ever
goal!” Dan felt great as all the
guys congratulated him and
commented that he scored the
opening goal of the game.

259 Ontheway homeJohnsaid,
“I've never heard Dan talk as
much as he did today. You re-
ally made his day by setting
him up with that goal. How many goals did you
score today anyway, three or four?”

25.10 Tom didn’t answer. Instead he said, “Yeah, that
sure was fun to see how happy Dan was after he
scored that goal. It reminded me of last night when
Uncle Hud said it gave him pleasure just to hear
my excitement about seeing a shooting star.”

2511 “Tom, you know how last night we were talking
about your character. Well that was a gretty selfless
act to pass that ball to Dan. You could have been a
ballhog and taken all the glory, but you didn’t. Your
actions remind me of a verse in Pzilippians 2:3-4,
‘Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit.
Rather, in humility value others above yourselves,
not looking to your own interests but each of you
to the interest of the others.” Another great verse is
Luke 6:31, ‘Do unto others as you would have them
do unto you.”

2512 Tom responded, “Well, I guess I would want
Dan to pass me the ball too if I was in his shoes. I
had a great time today. Thanks for inviting me.”
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DON’T WORRY

LESSON 26

261 The nextday at lunch Tom
asked Sarah, “So, where are
you going tostudy nextyear?”

262 Sarah said, “Thave applied
at a small nursing school that
AuntMaria told me about. She
graduated from there and it’s
supposed to be a really good
pro%ram. The only downside
is that it’s a nine-hour drive
fromhere.So, I probably won't
be coming home very often.”

263 Tom’s heart sunk when he
heard this, but he tried to stay
positive and said, “At least
you have a clear idea about
what you want to study.”

264 Tom felt a little hope come back into his heart
when Sarah said, “Yeah, [ know I want tobe anurse,
but there’s no guarantee I'll get into this program.”

265 Tom thensaid, “I'mstill trying to figure out what
[ want to do in the future. I could be a carpenter like
Jesus, but I wouldn’t need to attend university and
et a degree to do that. And to be honest, I don’t
ow the first thing about being a carpenter.”

266 Sarah said, “Well, it's good that you still have
time to explore all your options.”

267 Tom had a hard time focusing in his next class.
He began to worry about his future. He didn’t want
to lose what he had found in his relationship with
Sarah, John, Uncle Hud and Aunt Maria. All after-
noon and evening Tom worried to the point where
he felt a little lethargic and unable to E]o anything.

268 Tom thought to himself, “What’s wrong with me? I
never worry about stuff like this. Then he realized the
confidence he felt after all the affirmation he received

on Sunday had all but disap-

eared. So he decided to read

is Bible, but wasn’t sure where
to staft readiﬁlngi tlir}rlled t}(g)la
topic list in the back of his Bible
and found the word “Worry”
which had a scripture reference
to Matthew 6:25-34.

269 He turned to it and read,
“Therefore I tell you, do not
worry about your life, what
you will eat or drink; or about
ourbody, whatyou will wear.
s not life more than food, and
the body more than clothes?
Look at the birds of the air;
they do not sow or reap or
store away in barns, and yet
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are younotmuch
more valuable than they? Can any one of you by
worrying add a single hour to your life? “And why
do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers
of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I
tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor
was dressed like one of these. If that is how God
clothes the grass of the field, which is here today
and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not
much more clothe you—you of little faith? So do
not worry, saying, “What shall we eat?’ or “What
shall we drink?” or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the
agansrun afterall these thinﬁs, and your heavenly
Eatter knows that you need them. But seek first his
kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things
Wil?be given to you as well. Therefore do not worry
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about
itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.”

26.10Tom felt a sense of peace after he prayed, “God,
please help me to stop worryin%. I realize that I've
wasted my afternoonand evening by getting all worked
I%]p about not knowing what I want to do in the future.

elpmetobelieve that you arein control of my future.”
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TRUST IN THE LORD

271 Later that week Tom also
asked John about his future
and he said, “I'm applying to
attend State U. across town. It #8
has a good business program §

and I can go home on the
weekendsto getagood home-
cooked meal. Plus, I have to
pay for my own university
education, so I need to keep
my lawn-mowing business.”

272 Tom asked, “So do you plan
to study business?”

273 “Yeah. Well, actually I'm

lanning to do a double major
inbusinessand communication.
Youknowhowmuchlliketotalk =~
and teach,” John said with a smile. “How about you?”

274 Tom sighed and said, “I don’t know. I'm not re-
ally sure what I want to do. For some reason I started
worrying about it this week.Then God led me to read
Matthew 6 and it helped me stop worrying so much.”

275 “That's a great verse,” John said, “and it goes well
with one of n%y favorite verses—Proverbs 3:§-6 which
says, ‘Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean
not on your own understanding; in all your ways
submittohim, and he willmake your paths straight.””

27.6 John continued, “Sometimes it's not enough just to
stop worrying. We need to replace it with trust. Trust
gives us hope that God will take care of our future.”

277 That seemed to make sense to Tom. That night he
Frayed, “God, I believe you know what’s best tor my

uture. Help me to trust that you will lead me in the
way you want my life to go.”

278 On Sunday evening as everyone was mingling be-
fore they sat down to talk, Tom told Uncle Hud about
worrying and struggling to trust God with his future.

LESSON 27

27.9 U11r1c1e fHud slaid, ”T(})lm, I've
meta lotof people over the years
whothinkt eir%wn hard workis
the reason why they are now suc-
cessful. Sometimes they totally
ignore all the blessings God has
given them to be able to achieve
what they have accomplished.”

t 27.10Uncle Hud cleared his throat
and said, “Let me clarify. Our
healthis a gift from God. Sois our
ability to think, remember, reason
and rationalize. Yes, hard work is
important, butitis God who gives
us the ability to succeed.”

2711Tom responded, “Yeah,
sometimes I think I'm a pretty
good soccer player because I practice a lot. I guess it’s
really because God has given me good health, strong
muscles and the coordination skills to play well.”

27.12Tom, I didn’t play soccer when I was growing up,
but I did play a lot of baseball. So, to use a baseball
analogy...Sometimes life throws us a curveball. What
I mean is everything was going great in my life when
I got married to Maria. I was young, healthy, smart,
and had a great wife. I had everything going for me. I
thought I was in control of my future plans to go share
the Good News of Jesus in a foreign country. Then,
well, you know about my accident. That curveball
confused and depressed me, but God helped me make
the adjustments in my life to become what he wanted
me to be. You see, I wasn’t in control. He was! I just
had to learn how to trust him—especially during the
darkest times. Our self-confidence must grow out of
our Godly confidence, that is, that God is the reason
we have all we have—and can do everything we do.”

27.13Uncle Hud was impressed when Tom used another
baseball analogy, “My worrying this week was like
a knuckleball—hard to figure out—because I wasn’t
placing my trust in God for my future.”
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AMAZING HUMILITY & FAITH

LESSON 28

281 Sarah rounded up every-

one and said, “Let’s get start-
ed.” After everyone sat down
in their usual places, she said,
“Who's going to share one of
their favorite stories of Jesus?”

282 AuntMariasaid, “I’d like to
tell about an amazingly hum-
ble woman who impressed
Jesus with her faith. Turn with *
me in your Bibles to Matthew !
15:21-28.” She read the entire |

assage and then said, “It's
Eard to swallow your pride
and humble yourself isn’t it?”

283 She continued, “Even
though this woman wasn't
a Jew like Jesus, she knew he had the power to
heal her daughter from demon possession. So,
she begged him to do it. Look at the rejection this
woman received. First, Jesus ignored her. Second,
Jesus’ disciples urged him to send her away. How
do you think this made the woman feel?”

284 Sarah said, “Well, if it was me, I probably
wouldn’t stick around. Rejection is no fun. She lost
face in front of everyone.’

285 “Right,” said Aunt Maria, “but this woman was
humbly persistent because she knew that getting
Jesus to heal her daughter was more important than
saving face. Now look at the third rejection. Jesus
told her, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.’
Thiswomanisn’t fromIsrael, she’sa Canaanite. Most
of us would storm off with a huff at this point.”

286 John said, “Feeling rejected, I'd be tempted to get
revenge bly saying something hurtful about Jesus and
his disciples. Sometimes I have to bite my tongue.”

287 AuntMaria said, “Look at what this courageous

woman did—she went and
knelt before Jesus and once
againbegged, ‘Lord, help me!’
She humbly bowed before him
and even called him Lord!

288 Tom said, “You’d think at
this pointthatJesus would grant
her request, but he doesn’t.”

289 Uncle Hud said, “Jesus is
doing somethin% here that most
of us can’tsee. I'll let Maria con-

tinuebefore making this point.”

2810 Aunt Maria said, “The

| fourth rejection is the most

‘- painful. It's hard to imagine

" how she kept her cool as Jesus

told her, ‘It is not right to take the children’s bread
and toss it to their dogs.””

2811Sarah said, “Ouch! That’s painful just to hear.
And I've heard that in those days, dogs weren't
viewed as cute house pets, but dirty street dogs.”

2812“That’s right,” said Aunt Maria. “Very few of
us could handle being compared to a dog. This
woman is one of my heroes in the Bible because of
her response, ‘Yes, Lord.” She still called him Lord!
She then said, ‘but even the dogs eat the crumbs
that fall from their master’s table.” Usually Jesus is
the one stunning others with his ingenious answers.
This time, however, Jesus was so impressed with
her clever answer he said, “‘Woman, you have great
faith! Your request is granted.”

28.13Uncle Hud said, “Jesus was testing her faith.
Most of us have too much pride tohumble ourselves
before the Lord. Jesus rewarded thiswomanbecause
of her humility and, forgive the pun, her dogged
faith. She didn’t give up. James 4:10 says, ‘Humble
yourself before the Lord, and he will lift you up.””
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MATTHEW 15:21-28

crumbs
master’s “Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to
. the region of Tyre and Sidon. A Canaanite
stunning woman from that vicinity came tohim, cry-
ingenious ing out, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy
on me! My daughter is demon-possessed
clever and suffering terribly.” Jesus did not an-
rewarded swer a word. So his disciples came to him
and urged him, “Send her away, for she
pun keeps crying out after us.” He answered,
do gged “Iwassentonly to thelostsheep of Israel.”

The woman came and knelt before him.
“Lord, help me!” she said. He replied, “It
is not right to take the children’s bread
and toss it to the dogs.” “Yes it is, Lord,”
she said. “Even the dogs eat the crumbs
that fall from their master’s table.” Then
Jesussaid to her, “Woman, you have great
faith! Your request is granted.” And her
daughter was healed at that moment.”



TREMBLING BEFORE JESUS

LESSON 29

29.1 Thefollowing Sunday, Tom
said, “I don’t want to scare
everyone too much before
Halloween, but I'd like to talk
about a spooky encounter
between Jesus and a demon-
possessed man called Legion.”

292 Tom read Mark 5:1-20
and then said, “This is a wild
story. In the previous chapter
Jesus calmed the storm and his
disciples said in amazement,
‘Even the wind and the waves
obey him!” Now they areabout
tobe even more shocked when
the demons obey Jesus too.”

29.3 Uncle Hud said, “When I
was growing up, I thought ghosts and evil spirits
werejustsuperstition. Then whenIwentonamission
trip overseas, I came across a guy who told me he
could eat glass and channel the spirit of a little boy.
It scared me and I didn’t know what to say. So that
nightIbegan reading stories in the Bible where Jesus
cast out demons and quickly saw that these demons
were real, not superstitions. And I read in the book of
Leviticus that God said to stay away from mediums,
fortune-tellers and palm-readers. So, I realized the
power by which that guy could do these things was
not coming from Jesus, but from Satan.””

294 Tom said, “And Satan’s demons were totally in
control of Legion—which means thousands of de-
mons were in him. And no one could control him.
When people would chain him up, he’d break the

chains. He'd cry out at night
and cut himself with stones.
Why would Jesus go to an eerie
place like this?”

295 John said, “I think Jesus
intentionally took his disciples
there to show them his power
over even the evilest powers in
the world.”

296 “Right!” Tom said, “When
Legion saw Jesus, he ran and
bowed trembling before him
and said, “‘What do you want
with me, Jesus, Son of the Most
High God?’ ThePhariseeshad a
hard timebelievinginJesus, but
not these demons. They knew
immediately who Jesus was and they begged him
not to send them out of the area but into a nearby
herd of pigs. When Jesus did this, the pigs went crazy
and ran off a cliff into the lake and drowned.”

297 Sarah said, “You’'d think the people of that area
would be thrilled later on when they saw Legion
clothed and in his right mind, but they weren’t.”

298 “No, they weren’t,” Tom said, “but Legion sure
was thankful. He begged Jesus to be able to go with
him, but Jesus told him to go home to his family and
tell them ‘how much the Lord has done for you.” I feel
like Jesus is saying these same words to me. I think
it’s time for me to go home and talk to my parents
about everything I've been learning and aﬁ at the
Lord has done for me.”
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MARK 5:1-20

“They went across the lake to the
region of the Gerasenes. When
Jesus got out of the boat, a man
with an impure spirit came from
the tombs to meet him. This man
lived in the tombs, and no one
could bind him anymore, not
even with a chain. For he had
oftenbeen chainedhand and foot,
but he tore the chains apart and
broke theirons onhis feet. Noone
wasstrongenoughtosubduehim.
Night and day among the tombs
and in the hills he would cry out

and cuthimselfwithstones. When
he saw Jesus from a distance, he
ran and fell on his knees in front
of him. He shouted at the top of
his voice, “What do you want
with me, Jesus, Son of the Most
High God? In God’s name don't
torture me!” For Jesus had said to
him, “Come out of this man, you
impure spirit!” Then Jesus asked
him, “What is your name?” “My
name is Legion,” he replied, “for
we are many.” And he begged
Jesus again and again not to send
them out of the area. Alarge herd
of pigs was feeding on the nearby
hillside. The demons begged

Jesus, “Send us among the pigs;
allowustogointothem.” Hegave
them permission, and theimpure
spirits came outand wentinto the
pigs. The herd, about two thou-
sand in number, rushed down
the steep bank into the lake and
weredrowned. Thosetendingthe
pigs ran off and reported this in
the town and countryside, and
the people went out to see what
had happened. When they came
to Jesus, they saw the man who
had been possessed by the legion
of demons, sitting there, dressed
and in his right mind; and they
were afraid. Those who had seen

it told the people what had hap-
pened to the demon-possessed
man—and told about the pigs
as well. Then the people began
to plead with Jesus to leave their
region. As Jesus was getting into
the boat, the man who had been
demon-possessed begged to go
with him. Jesus did not let him,
but said, “Go home to your own
people and tell them how much
the Lord has done for you, and
how he has had mercy on you.”
Sotheman wentaway and began
to tell in the Decapolis how much
Jesus had done for him. And all
the people were amazed.”



JESUS’ BEST (UNWANTED) WITNESSES

LESSON 30

301 Uncle Hud said, “Tom,
we’ll be praying about that
talk with your parents. May
God give you courage.”

Fb

302 “Thanks Uncle Hud, that
means a lot to me.”

303 “Tom,” Uncle Hud said, “I
want to expound a little more
on a really good point you
made. You said the demons
knew exactly who Jesus was
and never debated him as the
Pharisees did. That's exactly
right. Now let’s look at three
more passages where demons
recognized Jesus. In fact, these
demons are some of the }r?ogtbl H
persuasive witnesses in the Bible. They announce to
everyone that Jesus is the all—powerﬁfl Son of God.
Everyone turn in your Bibles to Mark 1:21-28. Tom,
coullg you read this passage for us?

304 “Sure,” Tom said, as he turned to Mark 1:21-28
and read, “They went to Capernaum, and when
the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue
and began to teach. The people were amazed at i;is
teaching, because he taught them as one who had
authority, not as the teachers of the law. Just then a
man in their synagogue who was possessed by an
impure spirit cried out, “What do you want with us,
Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us?
I know who you are—the Holy One of God!” “Be
quiet!” said Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!” The
impure spirit shook the man violently and came out
of him with a shriek. The people were all so amazed
that they asked each other, “What is this? A new
teaching—and with authority! He even gives orders
to impure spirits and they obey him.” News about
him spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee.”

305 “Uncle Hud said, “Maria, I know you have two
other scriptures written in your Bible in the margin
beside that verse. What are they?” After she told him
he said, “Sarah could you please read Mark 3:10-12
and John please read Luke 4:40-41.”

30.6 So Sarah read Mark 3:10-12, “For he had healed

many, so thatthose with diseases
were pushing forward to touch
him. Whenever the impure
spirits saw him, they fell down
before him and cried out, “You
are the Son of God.” Buthe gave
| them strict orders not to tell oth-
ers about him.”

307 Then John read the last pas-
sage—Luke4:40-41, “ Atsunset,
the people brought to Jesus
all who had various kinds of
sickness, and laying his hands
on each one, he healed them.
Moreover, demons came out of
many people, shouting, “Youare
the Son of God!” Buthe rebuked
them and would notallow them
to speak, because they knew he was the Messiah.”

30.8 Uncle Hud said, “Look at what the demons said to
Jesus— You are the Holy One of God,” and “You are the Son
of God!" They saw Jesus and immediately knew he had
power over them. Then Jesus basically told them to ‘Shut
up!” Why do you think he told them to, ‘Be quiet’?”

30.9 John said, “God sent John the Baptist to prepare
the way for Jesus, not demons. The Pharisees said
Jesus was demon-possessed and raving mad. So,
Jesus doesn’t need or want the demons speaking
for him. Jesus said God is his witness, not demons.

30.10Uncle Hud said, “Unbelieving people might want
to debate whether or not Jesus is tﬁe S%n of God, but
demons don’t need to be convinced. There’s never a
doubt in their minds that Jesus is from God and that
his Spiritis the most powerful spiritin the universe.”

30.11Tom said, “I don’t feel like I know much about
the Holy Spirit except that He is part of the trinity.

30.12Uncle Hud said, “Now that sounds like another
conversation right up my alley.”

30.13Aunt Mariasaid, “The verse that Tom read touches
on Jesus’ authority. Hud and I have often taught a
lesson about the many types of authority of Jesus. I'd
like to explore this with everyone next Sunday night.”
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“YOU’RE AN IDIOT!”

LESSON 31

311 Allweek long Tom looked
for the perfect opportunity to
talk with his parents. He knew
on Sunday everyone would
ask him about it. Finally on
Saturday night, Tom realized,
“There’s never going to be
a perfect time.” Both of his
parents were in their living
room. His dad was reading
the newspaper and his mom
was readl%a magazine and
watching TV. Tom mustered
his courage and waited for a
TV commercialbreak and then
said, “Mom, Dad, canI talk to
you about something?”

31.2 His Dad lowered his news-
paper and his mom turned toward him and took off her
glasses and said, “What is it Tom?”

313 “Well,” Tom said nervously, “I've been spending a
lot of time lately with two friends at school—Sarah and
John. They're both Christians and they’ve been telling me
alotabout God and Jesus and I think in the future Imight
want to become a Christian too...” Tom's voice died out

"3 moan. Then it was as if a video
clip started playing over and
over in his mind. He couldn’t
stop thinking about the angry
look on his father’s face, and
thenbeing hitby the newspaper
as his father said, “You're an
idiot!”

N Tom felt worn out when he

" wokeup. He moped around his
room all day and then went to
' Uncle Hud’s house early. John
and Sarah were already there.
Tom suggested, “Why don’t we
go outside to the gazebo?” John
grabbed afolding chairand they
walked down to the gazebo and
sat down. Tom said, “Well, it’s

not good news.”
31.8 “What do you mean Tom?” asked Sarah.

319 Sarahand Johnlooked disappointed for Tomashe
said, “I can’t become a Christian. My dad called me
an idiot. I'm really feeling down. I've been through
the wringer the past two weeks. I felt on top of t%e

as he lost confidence in fear of his parents’ response.

s1.4 His dad angrily crumpled the newspaper and hurled

world after you guys tgave me all that affirmation,
and then right when I felt strong, everything started
spiraling outof control. I gothitwith doubtsaboutm

itathim. He raised his voice and said ina demeaning way;,
“You're an idiot to believe that crap! I thought you were
smarter than that Tom.” His mom just sat there quietly
and said nothing.

31.5 Tom felt crushed and humiliated. He didn’t re-
spond. His actions were almost robotic as he crossed
hisarms, turned around, walked tohisbedroom, closed
the door, crawled up on his bed and stared at the ceil-

future. Then1 got a sore throat which T hope doesn’t
turn into a cold. Then last night my dad belittled me
which really deflated me. I'm exhausted!”

31.10As Sarah empathized with Tom a tear rolled
down her cheek. ﬁer voice cracked as she said, “I'm
sosorry.”Shereached outand squeezed hishand and
said, “John and I are going to help you get through
this—we’re a team.” It says in Ecclesiastes 4:12, "A
cord of three strands is not quickly broken.” John

mg. Tom’s insides ached and he felt so devastated he
didn’t even have the emotional energy to pray.

31.6 His body and mind both seemed paralyzed. As
he began to doze off, his body began to toss and turn
and every once in a while he let out a sigh with a deep

sat there quietly nodding in agreement.

31.11Tom said, “Well, I guess we should head back to
the living room. Don’t tell Uncle Hud and Aunt Maria
yet.Idon’t want tokill the atmosphere of the meeting.”
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perfect opportunity crap
mustered crushed
commercial break humiliated
lowered robotic
glasses crawled up
died out ceiling

lost confidence insides ached
angrily devestated
crumpled emotional energy
hurled paralyzed
raised his voice doze off

demeaning toss and turn

every once in a while  Dbelittled
moan deflated

it was as if exhausted
video clip empathized
worn out squeezed
moped around cord
folding chair strands
looked disappointed for head back
through the wringer atmosphere

on top of the world
spiraling out of control
got hit with doubts
sore throat



SUPREME POWER OF JESUS

LESSON 32

321 After everyone was in
the living room Aunt Maria
handed everyone a piece of
paper and said, “Here’s alist of
scriptures about Jesus and his
supremeauthority and power.”

322 She read Matthew 7:28-
29, ““When Jesus had fin-
ished saying these things, the
crowds were amazed at his
teaching, because he taught
as one who had authority, not
as their teachers of the law.”
She then added, “Jesus was
bold to speak the truth even
though the hearers might not
like iﬁ Most éeﬁgious teachlers
emphasized keeping rules,

but iesus’ teaching he% ed others see the heartof our
God who loves us ang calls us to leave sin. Sarah,
please read the next scripture.”

32.3 AfterSarahhad read Matthew 8:23-27, Aunt Maria
said, “These men were fishermen—they were by the
sea every day and knew a lot about storms. When
this storm came, they were sure they were going to
drown. They were amazed when Jesus showed he
had the power to calm the waves and the storm. Does
anyone have any comments?” No one responded. So
Aunt Maria said, “Okay Tom, read the next verse.”

324 After Tomhad read Luke4:31-37, AuntMariasaid,
“Thisislike the scripture Uncle Hud asked you toread
last week. Demons and evil spirits are allyunder the
power of God and mustyield toJesus; the one God has
sent. After we entrust our lives to Christ, God’s Holy
Spirit will live within us. We don’t have to live in fear
of the darkness or evil spirits anymore. Okay, anyone
want to add anything?” Once again, no response.

325 Next John read Matthew 9:1-8 and Aunt Maria

said, “Not only did Jesus heal this man physically,

but he also forgave his sins. Jesus is the only one

who has the authority to forgive our sins. Isn’t it

Ereat thatJesus forgives all of our sins and we don’t
ave to be ashamed of our past ever again!”

326 Aunt Maria read John 14:6,
“T am the way, and the truth
and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through me.’
Jesushasthe power to takeusto
= God. Every religion has moral
| teachings, but Jesus said he is
{ the only one who is the way to
the Father, our loving creator.”

@& 327 “And finally,” Aunt Maria
| said, “Jesus has power over
death.” She read John 11:17-44
about Jesus raising Lazarus
from the dead and then said,
“When we die, it looks as if
our life is over, justlike when a
caterpillar turns into a cocoon.
It seems like it is dead, but in
its own time, it comes out as a beautiful butterfly.
It's also like a seed that is planted in the ground. it
seems like it is dead, but in its own time, it sprouts
up out of the soil and becomes a beautiful tree. In
the same way, just as we believe that God can create
life from the dust of the earth, we also believe that
God can raise people from the dead. Jesus clearly
proves that he has the power to raise people from
the dead since he himself rose from the dead.”

328 Uncle Hud added, “It's important to understand
that Jesus wasn’t just a good moral person and reli-
gious teacher. He was from God and God gave him
miraculous power todo thingsbeyond human ability.”

329 Aunt Maria said, “Yes, God gave Jesus supreme
authority and it’s a great comfort to me to be loved
and cared for by the most powerful being in the uni-
verse.” She paused and then said, “Well, we didn’t
have a lot of discussion tonight.” Everyone just
nodded quietly. After a long pause she said,“Okay,
now Tom, I'm anxious to hear how your talk went
with your parents.”

s2.10Tom felt put on the spot and wasn’t sure what to
say. “Um, I think I need some of Jesus’ miraculous
power in my life. My talk with my parents didn’t
go well. My dad called me an idiot.

VOCABULARY: butterfly
supreme sprouts
religious teachers soil
emphasized dust
fishermen proves
storms moral
drown miraculous
yield comfort
physically being
moral teachings anxious
caterpillar put on the spot

AUTHORITY &
POWER OF JESUS

MATTHEW 7:28-29
MATTHEW 8:23-27
LUKE 4:31-37
MATTHEW 9:1-8

JOHN 14:6

JOHN 11:17-44



HONOR YOUR FATHER & MOTHER

LESSON 33

33.1 The mood of the living room
was dark and gloomy as Tom
E)ld the grou kab01}11t}}1ﬁs dis-

eartening talk with his par-
ents. AuntMariasaid, ”Tolin, I
know it’s difficult to deal with
your dad’sdisapproval. Don’t
get too discouraged.”

332 Sarah said, “I can’t resist
this. Aunt Maria’s alliteration
is amazingly addictive.”

333 Uncle Hud laughed and
said, “Sarah, be respectful.
Tom’s trying to tell us about
the traumatic time when he
talked to his two parents.”

334 Sarah laughed and then saw the confused looks
on Tom and John's faces. So she explained, “We're
making alliterationjokes. Youknow, when a sentence
has a lot of words that begin with the same sound.
Aunt Maria said, ‘It’s difficult to deal with your
dad’s disapproval. So don’t get too discouraged.’

335 Then everyone laughed after Tom said, “Now I
see what's going on. No pun intended Uncle Hud.”

33.6 Before they knew it, the entire mood of the room
had changed from sad and somber to licht and cheer-

ful. A little comic relief from Sarah and Uncle Hud
had changed the atmosphere in the living room.

337 Uncle Hud said, “Tom, hang in there buddy. My
guessisthatyour dad isreacting—or overreacting to
something more than just your decision to become
a Christian. Give him some grace and some time,
and maybe his attitude will soften a little.”

33.8 Aunt Maria said, “I think it’s important to be
respectful toward your parents at this time. You
don’t want to drive a wedge between you and your

parents. Maintaining a good
relationship with them is so
important because we hope that
someday we can help themhave
a relationship with Jesus too.”

339 Uncle Hud said, “In the Old
Testament God gave his people
10 Commandments. There
were many other laws to live
by, but these were the top ten.
l\?]umber five is ‘Honor your
* father and mother.” So, I'd say
what Maria is saying is pret
important! Now what does it
mean to honor your father and
mother? It means being thank-
ful that they have given you
life. Youneed toshow respectby
letting them know you are listening and considering
what they say. To give them honor means forgiving
them, so that you can release the emotional baggage
of their treatment of you and also release unrealistic
expectations of how they should treat you, so you
don’t set yourself up for continued disappointment.”

33.10Uncle Hud continued, “Since the mood around
your house is tense right now, give your parents
some time. Don’t push things right now. Let things
cool down and then later in a polite and respect-
ful way, go back to them and s[Eare with them the
reasons you want to become a follower of Christ.”

33.11Aunt Maria added, “Why don’t you try to do
something to bring your family together. What
about playing a game together? Our kids used
to like playing board games when we had family
night. Of course, Hud couldn’t play with us, but he
sat there with us and really enjoyed how it brought
our family together.”

33.12Tomsaid, “Um, wenever play tﬁames together, but

I guess we could do some other things as a family.”

) 10 COMMANDMENTS
VOCABULARY: hang in there
mood buddy 1 . You shall have no other gods before me
gloomy reacting 2. You shall not make for yourself an idol
disheartenin '
] & overreacting 3. You shall not misuse the name of the
deal with soften 4 LORD your God
. . . Remember the Sabbath day by keeping
disapproval drive a wedge it holy
alliteration maintaining 5. Honor your father and your mother
addictive Commandments 6. You shall not murder
respectful i
p . emotional baggage 7 . You shall not commit adultery
traumatic treatment
sad and somber follower 8. You shall not steal
light and cheerful board games 9. You shall not give false testimony against
. . your neighbor
comic relief 1 O. You shall not covet



A GOooD, FUN UNCLE

LESSON 34

341 Later that evening as Sarah
and Aunt Maria were in the
kitchen, Uncle Hud said, “Tom,
come over here and let me give
you a big fatherly hug.”

342 Tom said, “You're more of a
dad to me than my real dad.”

343 “No Tom, I'm just a good,
fun uncle. I can never replace
your dad. I'vebeen praying God
would changeyourdad’sheart—
notjust with your mom, but also
with you. I believe that when a
son has a great relationship with
his dad, he feels empowered to
grow into the man he’s intended
to be. You're already a great
young man, but if you and your dad can reconcile your
differences, then it will free you to grow even more.”

344 “Wow, [ hadn’treally thought about that before.
Right now I don’t feel much love for my father. I
definitely don’t feel like we're on the same team.

345 “Tom, Jesus was always saying things that went
against the norms of society. Jesus said to love your en-
emies and pray for those who persecute you.”

346 “Idon’tknow if my dad is persecuting me right now,
but he’s sure making my life miserable.”

347 “Tom, have you everbeen to the eye doctortohave
your eyes checked? Now I know that sounds like a
strange question from a blind man. Often the doctor
will show you an eye chart and use different lenses to
find the clearest vision. In a similar way, we need to
adjust the way we look at people—to learn to see the
good in others. The more we reflect on the good side
of people, the better we feel about our relationshi

Wigl them. So, Tom, what's good about your dad?”’

348 Tom thought foramoment
and then said, “Well, he’s a
hard worker. He’s a skilled
carpenter, and he’s good with
finances.Imean; we don’thave
any debtbecause helikes to pay
for things with cash insteag of
bolrrow%ng moneg. He saves
a lot of mone repairin

thingsaround tge hguse 1nstea§
of hiring someone else to fix it.
Once he paid for me to go to a
soccer camp. He wants me to
have good grades in school. I
think he cares about me, butjust
doesn’t know how to express

his feelings.”

349 “I'm sure you could come
ufp with a long list of good things about your dad
if you tried. You need to do something radical right
now. Instead of hating your dad for calling you an
idiot, you need to ask God to help you love him.
You need to pray for him. Remember Tom, God can
do more than we ask or imagine! He wants us to
pray with great faith!”

AT

34.10“My frustration with my dad makes me not want
to pray for him at all, but I know that is a selfish
attitude. I'm going to start praying for God to take
away the bitterness I feel toward my dad. Then
hopefully after that I can pray that GZ)d will give
me a great relationship with him in the future.”

3411”Tom, in the book of Malachi 4:6 it talks about
turning the hearts of fathers to their children and the
hearts of children to their fathers. I'm going to pray
for both you and ?Iour dad to turn your Eearts toward
God so that you'll turn your hearts toward each other
too. I know that sounds impossible, but all things are
possible—and work together for the good of those
who love the Lord.”

VOCABULARY:
replace
empowered

hiring

radical

selfish
attitude

reconcile your differences
norms of society
persecute
miserable

eye chart

lenses

reflect

hard worker
finances
borrowing
repairing

express his feelings



THROUGH THE ROOF

LESSsO

5.1 A few days later Sarah
asked Tom, “How’s it going
with your parents?”

-

\r “
A

352 Tombithislowerlip, tilted
his head back a little, took a
deep breath and said, “Well,
my dad’s been coming home
late every night. So I haven't
talked IWilth im.hHonestl ,
I'm a little gun-shy to ta
to him right now. I'm taking
UncleHud’sadviceto givemy

a1ients some time to soften a
ittle.”

353 Sarah said, “Well, I want
youtoknow I'vebeen prayin
tor God to give you wisdom.”

354 Tom said, “Thanks, I appreciate it.”

355 On Sunday evening, Tom said to the group, “I'd
like to talk about a story in the Bible that fits my current
situation. Last week, before I came over here, I was
really depressed. Then you guys encouraged me to
look on the bright side—to keep a positive attitude,
honormy parents and give them some grace and time.
Well, things have been better around my house this
week. I didn’t talk about God with my dad, but we
did have a fairly normal conversation about a project
he’s working on this week.”

356 “That’s great Tom,” said Uncle Hud. “Maria and
I have been praying for you every night.” John and
Sarah added that they too had been praying for him.

357 Tom said, “You guys are great and remind me of
the friends in Mark 2:1-12. Let me read it first.” Tom

N 35

read the passage and then said,
“Iwouldlove tohavebeen there
to see these men do whatever
it took to get their paralyzed
friend to Jesus. In some ways,
I feel similar to the man on the
mat, and each of youareholding
one of the four corners of a mat
carrying metoJesus.Iknow you
haven't torn through the tiles of
the roof to get me to Jesus, but
you have encouraged me and
prayed for me daily, and I really
appreciate your help.”

358 Uncle Hud joked and said,
“I'm not sure how a blind man
canhelp carryamat. HopeIdon't
bonk your head on something.”

359 Tom smiled and said, “Well if you did, it might
knock some sense into me.”

35.10”Onaseriousnote,” Uncle Hud said, “Tom, I believe
we need to struggle for the salvation of others. What
I mean is, all of us need to be willing to do as much
as we can to help others fall in love with Jesus. Some
Christians only want to be good examples for Jesus
without saying a word. I, however, don’t think this is
best. We want others to be impressed with Jesus—not
with us. How can others develop a relationship with
Jesus just by being around goo IEl)eople? They need
to hear the Good News of Jesus Christ. Romans 10:17
says that faith comes from hearing the word of God
about Jesus Christ. So, we have to open our mouths

and speak up for him.”

3511 AuntMariaadded, “Tom, welove you. You'resuch
a fine young man. It’s a joy to help carry your mat.”

VOCABULARY:
tilted

gun-shy

current

look on the bright side
positive attitude
fairly normal
whatever it took
in some ways
corners

torn through
bonk

knock some sense
on a serious note
saying a word
speak up for

MARK 2:1-12

Afew dayslater, whenJesus
again entered Capernaum, the
people heard that he had come
home. They gathered in such
large numbers that there was
no room left, not even outside
the door, and he preached the
word to them. Some men came,
bringing to him a paralyzed
man, carried by four of them.
Since they could not get him to
Jesus because of the crowd, they
made an opening in the roof
above Jesus by digging through
it and then lowered the mat the
man was lying on. When Jesus
saw their faith, he said to the
paralyzed man, “Son, your sins
are forgiven.”

Now some teachers of the
law were sitting there, thinking
to themselves, “Why does this

fellow talk like that? He's blas-
pheming! Who can forgive sins
but God alone?”

Immediately Jesus knew in
his spirit that this was what they
werethinkingintheirhearts, and
he said to them, “Why are you
thinking these things? Which is
easier: to say to this paralyzed
man, “Your sins are forgiven,’ or
tosay,Getup, takeyourmatand
walk’? But I want you to know
that the Son of Man has author-
ity on earth to forgive sins.” So
he said to the man, “I tell you,
get up, take your mat and go
home.” He got up, took his mat
and walked out in full view of
them all. This amazed everyone
and they praised God, saying,
“We have never seen anything
like this!”



CHRIST WITH US IN THE STORMS

LESSON 36

6.1 Thursday after school,
Tom, John and some friends
played soccer atanearby park.
As they were walking back to
John's pickup, John got a call.

362 Tom could tell by the look
on John's face that something
wasn’t right. John said, “I'm
heading there rightnow, bye.”

363 Johntook a deep breathand
turned to Tom and said, “ ly
dadjusthad aheartattack. He"s
in an ambulance on his way to
the hospital right now.”

364 Tom quickly said, “Hey, I
can go with you to the hospital
or find another way home. Whatever you think is

best. It's your call.”

365 Tom went with John to the hospital emergency
room. John’s mom was there crying. John hugged
her, but they didn’t exchange words. Tom stood at a
distance. John's older brother came out of an office
and said, “Dad’s heart stopped, but the paramedics
revived him using a defibrillator. He’s sta%le now, but

the doctors are assessing the damage to his heart.”

36.6 Later John introduced Tom to his family. As Tom
satin the lobby reflecting on the situation, he realized
his problems with his father paled in comparison to
the possibility of John losing his father.

367 John didn’t go to school on Friday but stayed at
the hospital witﬁ his mom. Sarah talked to Tom that
afternoon and said, “John thinks they will move his
dad out of the Intensive Care Unit and into a grivate
room on Saturday. Uncle Hud suggested we all visit
John’s dad, hislitfle brother, on Sun%lay eveningifhe’s
up to having visitors.”

368 Aunt Maria drove Uncle Hud, Sarah and Tom to

thehospitalonSunday evening.
As they entered John's dad’s
room, Uncle Hud said, “Johnny
Boy,how dareyou cutinlineand
try to get to heaven before me!”

369 John’s dad said, “Hud the
Dud your corny jokes are goin
togiveme anofﬁer heartattack.”

36.10 After some small talk, Uncle
Hud asked everyone to gather
around John’s dad and lay
their hands on him and pray
for him. After the prayer tears
filled John’s dad’s eyes as he
whispered, “Thank you.”

36.11Uncle Hud said, “I'd like
to let God’s word speak to us tonight. Maria, could
you read Mark 4:35-41?” After she finished reading
the passage Uncle Hud said, “You would think that
Christ’s presence in the boat would assure a peaceful
journey. The truth is, even after we follow Christ; we
still face hardships and testing. Sometimes we feel like
questioning Gog “‘How could you allow this? How
could you sleep—and be silent while we are goin.
through this terrible storm?’ His silence, however, an
delays in answering our prayers and the mysteries of
his ci]ealings are too profound for our natural minds
tounderstand. YetIbelieve thathis purpose in testing
our faith is to strengthen it.”

s6.12He cleared his throat and continued, “One thing
we must never forget, Christ is with us in the storms
of life. He was with the disciples in the boat! He was
with me through my car accident and recovery. And
Johnny, he’s wi%h younow in the midst of this stormin
your life. And Tom, he’s with you too as you navigate
the waters of how to deal with your parents. We need
to remember that Jesus said, ‘Let’s go over to the other
side.’ He didn’t say, ‘Let’s go to the middle of the lake
and drown.” So, if Christ is in our boat, he will bring
us safely to the other side!”

VOCABULARY: how dare you
heart attack cut in line
ambulance corny jokes
It’s your call whispered
exchange words assure
paramedics journey
revived hardships
defibrillator mysteries
assessing too profound

paled in comparison
Intensive Care Unit
private

up to

recovery
navigate the waters
drown

MARK 2:1-12

That day when evening came, he said to
his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side.”
Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along,
justashe was, in the boat. There were also other
boats with him. A furious squall came up, and
the waves broke over the boat, so that it was
nearly swamped. Jesus wasin the stern, sleeping
on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said
to him, “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?”
He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the
waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died
down and it was completely calm. He said to
his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you
still have no faith?” They were terrified and
asked each other, “Who is this? Even the wind
and the waves obey him!”



