Bible 101.13/Fall 2004


Class 1  Introduction:  How and why did we get here? 


Class Introduction


Class Orientation


Class Overview

Start: Video: Matthew 27:11-61
Class Introduction:

How did we get here (video)? 


Why did Jesus die?


Why are the people so mad at him?


Why and who are the leaders of this mob?


Who are these other people? The soliders? The women? The narrator?


Where is this happening? What do we need to know about their culture? 


How did things go from “Hosanna” the week before to “Crucify him!” today?

Lots of factors go into this – Real people doing people sort of things! Romans, Jewish leaders, Jesus, his apostles, anger of the mob, Jerusalem, scourging, and crucifixion. This took place at a historical point in time. We know this, not just from the gospels, but from external history. Only the most foolish or closed minded would even try to deny that Jesus lived and played a key role in Jewish and Roman history. Historians are in universal agreement that what we saw today happened. We are going to try to figure out what it means – to know who Jesus is and why he is important, we have to know something about the time and the people and the issues.
Most of all, why the hatred against Jesus? 

The sweet, effeminate, help everyone, and nice guy Jesus that many of us grew up with would never be crucified – Ridiculed? Maybe! Ignored? Probably! Called irrelevant? Possibly! But not crucified for being a sweet, nice, do-gooder. What made Jesus so dangerous those in power? And why would they risk making him a martyr?

How did this event in Jerusalem nearly 2000 years ago become the tuning fork of human history? Believer or disinterested, follower or foe, disciple or disbeliever, you have to acknowledge that for most of our world, history finds its dividing point centered on the birth of Jesus. His life made a mark. His life was ended tragically. Why?

Who are the key players in this drama?

These are real people. They had real issues of life like we do. 

So who are they? 

How do they figure into this story? 

What do they tell us about the role that Jesus played? 

How can they best help us understand what we are to do with Jesus?

I have several goals for this class. It would be wrong for me to not state them. ACU has some goals for this class as well, and I’m supposed to meet them. So let me give you my goals first, then we’ll get down to the syllabus and the academic stuff.

My Goals:

My goal in this class is for the students' hearts to be grabbed by the story of Jesus and drawn into a deeper fascination and relationship with Him. 

I will attempt to facilitate this by …

Helping expose you to Jesus through reading the each of the four Gospels – Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John which are their own special kind of literature, Good News about God’s Kingdom and God’s King, Jesus.

Making you think about several key questions regarding Jesus:


Why did he have such an impact on our world?


Why would so many people want to kill him?


Why did he come to earth in the first place?


What would I have done with Jesus if I had lived in his day?


What does Jesus teach me about treating people?


What would Jesus do and say to minister to me?


What is Jesus calling me to do with my life right now?

Jesus comes into our personal worlds and refuses to leave them unchanged. My prayer is that by spending this time studying the life of Jesus and acquainting yourself with His teachings that your life will never be the same.

ACU’s Goals: 

See Syllabus pages.

Take Roll:

Take roll – ask hometown, classification, other point of interest

Explain about assigned seats starting next class so sit where they want to sit for the semester when they come to class next time.

For Next Class:

Be sure and go over the preparations for your next class on the Class Notes page! You will have a pop up test over that material!

I care a whole lot more about you than I do your grades. So I’ve provided numbers and email so you can contact me. That doesn’t mean I’m going to let grades slide … but it does mean that you won’t have to be by yourself here.

Finally, I want to encourage you to get involved with a local church family and settle in. Find a place to belong and serve.
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