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Class 2:  Gospel of John

In the Gospel of John, Jesus is the Son of God who brings life!

Jesus is God’s Son. But who is that? John gives us a clue right off the bat with all the different terms and descriptions of Jesus in John 1. Highlight every term, name, title, or description of Jesus. What is John trying to tell us about Jesus? Why did he use so many different terms?  Jesus is “the Word” = “the message”  God who walked among us

As God’s Son, Jesus is God with us. Later in chapters 7 & 8, Jesus will be hated and accused of blasphemy and nearly stoned to death because he claims that God is his Father, thus making himself equal with God. For us, John wants us to know that when we see Jesus, we see God in action. We don’t have to doubt what God would do or say to us and for us because in Jesus, we have the message displayed for us. John 1:14 is crucial. In fact, the use of the term “logos” translated “Word” is John’s way of making a crucial point: Jesus is God’s ultimate message. To see it said specifically, read Hebrews 1:1-4. But the reason Jesus came and the reason we need to believe in him is because he is the source of life.

{Chart on the Gospels and what part of Jesus life they cover}

The Key Focus: Life

The names of Jesus in John 1 help us see Jesus who is everything the Jews expected and more. For almost any seeker, there is a name here that will resonate with his or her spiritual longing. John will continue to emphasize that Jesus is God’s ultimate message, the one who brings us life by other means other than just a use of many different names and titles for Jesus. 

· Names for Jesus – Jesus is everything that people could hope for in a Messiah
· Miracles are called signs – they point us to something more: Jesus came from God
· 7 Signs
2. 
Water to Wine at the Wedding chap. 2
3. 
Healing the Official’s Son chap. 4
4. 
Paralyzed man by the pool chap. 5
5. 
Feeding the 5,000 chap. 6
6. 
Walking on the Water chap. 6
7. 
Healing of the Blind Man chap. 9
8. 
Raising Lazarus chap. 11
· The “I Am” sayings – which is a way Jesus claims to be God, the “I Am” that spoke to Moses in Exodus 3  I AM = YAHWEH   He is “before” John the Baptist & Abraham
· 7 Primary “I AM” sayings
1. 
“I AM” the bread of life 6:35, 48 ... the bread that came down from heaven 6:41 ... the living bread 6:48
2. 
“I AM” the light of the world 8:12; 9:5
3. 
“I AM” the gate of the sheep 10:7, 9
4. 
“I AM” the Good Shepherd 10:11, 14
5. 
“I AM” the resurrection and the life 11:25
6. 
“I AM” the way, the truth, and the life 14:6
7. 
“I AM” the vine 15:1, 5
· Secondary “I Am” sayings (partial list)
1. 
Jesus to the Samaritan Woman 4:26
2. 
Disciples in the boat 6:20
3. 
Jesus to the Crowd John 8:24
4. 
Jesus to the Crowd John 8:58
5. 
Jesus and those arresting him 18:5, 6, 8
· The feast days – Jesus exhausts the meaning of all the Jewish feasts
· The Temple – Jesus becomes the new temple
Bottom Line, John tells us why the book was written. John 20:30-31

Everything in the book supports this, including John 3:16; highlight “life”

He wants us to believe and find life in Jesus – so watch those two concepts!

Using our metaphor of a football came broadcast, John is a highlight film that looks very different than the game itself because we can hear the players and coaches on the sideline while the game goes on. We can still recognize the Jesus we see in the synoptics, but the emphasis and location of the story is very different. I think that is because John knew we probably had the other Gospels and wrote this one to have Jesus speak more directly to us and call us to faith and life!

Outline:

Prologue: 1:1-51 – “Come and See” (You will see greater things!)

Signs & Signals Before the World 1:19-12:50

Grace & Glory Before the Disciples 12:1-20:31

Epilogue: 21:1-25 – “Follow Me”  (You will do greater things!)

John is about people! While there are fewer events and fewer people than we meet in the other Gospels, we know much more about these people. They come from a wide variety of backgrounds and positions, but all have to deal with Jesus and decide who they believe him to be. 

Two crucial ways to read the Gospel of John devotionally and watch Jesus’ interactions with the people in the Gospel. 

1. We can read it and see how Jesus would deal with our problems and with us.
2. We can read it and see how Jesus wants us to view and deal with people.
Look at John 9 and let’s see how people are often treated:

1. A religious question vs. 2
2. A label vs. 8
3. A theological problem vs. 14-17
4. A biological relationship vs. 20-23
5. Sinner to be driven away vs. 34
· How Jesus dealt with him:
· Someone in whom the work of God needed to be done! Vs. 3
· What is the work of God? See 6:28-29  cf. Psalm 139:13-16 
· Jesus is looking at everyone to see if the work of God can be done in them
Better yet, trace the story of Nicodemus, who becomes our guide to believing.

1. Chapter 3: interested and believes to a point but needs to be born from above. Key here are verses 13-17
2. 7:50-52: At great personal cost, Nicodemus defends and fights to give Jesus a fair chance to be heard fairly
3. 19:38-42: Comes and takes down the body of Jesus and helps bury it, thus making himself unclean for Passover and Sabbath because he has been drawn by the Cross, Jesus’ place to be lifted up in glory (12:27-36)
One final crucial part of John needs to at least be mentioned. Chapters 13-17 are often called “The Upper Room Discourse.” They have many things in common with the book of 1 John. These are Jesus intimate last words with his closest followers before his death. Despite the horrible things he knows that are going to happen to him, he serves them, teaches them, and prepares them for his absence.

© Phil Ware or original content providers. Intended for class use only.

© Phil Ware or original content providers. Intended for class use only.


