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Class 4: Players on the Stage: Those whom we meet in the life of Jesus

Take Up Papers!

Key Insight & Scripture: Galatians 4:4 – Not only did Jesus choose a race, but he chose the time and place to be born! So these times and these places and these people are all important for many reasons. Today we want to focus on these people.

Start:  Video – Head of John the Baptist & Story of the Prodigal from Jesus of Nazareth  Scenes 45-46

Key Groups We Meet:

Romans – the occupying military, political, and commercial force


Hated by the Jews and in turn hating them [Lump anaconda couldn’t swallow]


Pilate is their recognizable leader and keeping a kind of uneasy peace the goal


Centurions and soldiers, except for those who crucify Jesus, are portrayed well


Pax Romana – the Roman peace with roads, law, mail provided “the right time”



Order and control are the key concepts

The Herods – (p. 1005) powerful family who controlled the Jews for the Romans


A family of corrupt and ruthless rulers that reigned in the first century



Herod The Great (slaughter innocents Matthew 2:16-18) 



Herod Antipas (John the Baptist’s head Matthew 14:1-12)



Herod Agrippa (killed James apostle Acts 12:1-5)



Ruthless collaborators is the key concept

The Essenes (Dead Sea Scroll Community of Qumran) – John the Baptist connection?


Withdrew as “monks” into a desert community to maintain holiness.


Set a place for the Messiah at the sacred meal


Ritual baths & restricted diets


Jesus’ involvement with sinners, tax collectors would have been offensive


Withdrawal and purity are the key concepts

Zealots (Sicarii) – Simon, one of the apostles


Separate from the Romans, but to have an armed revolt against Rome


Hate impure foreigners


Jesus’ ministry with the Gentiles, Samaritans, Centurions as well as his



Parable of the Good Samaritan would have driven them to fury



Separation through rebellion are the key concepts

Pharisees – key players and opponents of Jesus (See Matthew 23)


Popular party of the middle and upper middle class 


They struggled to be pure while making God’s Law adaptable to their time


Held high standards of purity and treated non-observant Jews as Gentiles


Believed in the resurrection, angels, and high morality (Fair you see!)


Purity yet practicality is the key concept

Sadducees – opponents of Jesus who were usually wealthy and powerful


Rich, politically adaptable, and controlled the priestly class


Didn’t believe in angels or the resurrection; collaborated with Rome (Sad u cee)


Firmly entrenched in power with the Romans and had the most to lose


They feared and detested Jesus’ popularity and feared Roman intervention


Collaboration and control are the key concepts

High Priestly Family – Annas and Caiaphas (p. 1107)


Two types of priests, poor and pious, and the powerful Sadducean priests


Sold out the priesthood integrity to the Romans who kept the right ones in power


They wanted to protect their nation – racial identity, shrines, and culture


Preservation of position is the key concept

The Sanhedrin –Jewish Ruling Council mostly opposed to Jesus except Nicodemus


Had legal power except for the death penalty (p. 1047)


Jesus appears before them and they want to seek the death penalty


Many of the Sadducean power brokers and priests and some Pharisees


Orderliness and observance are the key concepts

People of the Land – (am haritz) commoners, average Joes, every day folks


Most considered unclean and non-worthy Jews by Pharisees & Essenes;


irrelevant and powerless by Sadducees; distracted by the Zealots


These are the folks we see attracted by Jesus



Shepherds – Welcomed Jesus’ birth & model for Jesus’ ministry (Luke 2)



The Crowds – Mob, people who surrounded Jesus during popularity



Fishermen – Peter, Andrew, James, John on Sea (lake) of Galilee



The People – Also “the Nation” referring to the common people of Israel



The Women – Luke emphasizes these were faithful through the Passion




Several of them helped support Jesus’ ministry (Luke 8:1-3)




Jesus broke tradition for a Rabbi and spoke with them (John 4)




Treated them with dignity and respect (Luke 7:11-17, 36-50)




Elevated their importance (Luke 10:38-42)



The Pious Poor (Luke 1-2) Righteous and devout, but poor people




They were waiting for God to deliver Israel




Zechariah, Elizabeth, Simeon, & Anna are models (p. 1053)



The Disciples or Followers




The Apostles (p. 1038; Mark 3:13-19)





The Key Three or Inner Circle (p. 1041)



The Tax Collectors (see also Luke 19:1-10; Matthew 9:9-13 p. 997)



The Sinner 


Abused and forgotten are the key concepts

Samaritans – woman at the well (John 4)


“Half-breed” or corrupted Jews who were unclean


Expected a Messiah and believed only in the books of Law (Gen-Deut)


Resented and ignored are the key concepts

Foreigners or Gentiles – non-Jews 


The Magi (Wisemen – Matthew 2) Eastern astrologers, probably from “Iran”


Syro-phoenician woman (Mark 7:26)


Centurion (see above)


Legion (Mark 5)


Greeks at the Feast (John 12)


Hated by the Jewish people.


Looking for lords is key concept

People We Meet:

Jesus’ Family


Joseph and Mary – Stepfather & Mother (Matthew 1-2, Luke 1-2)



Mary p. 1055 and Joseph p. 990


The brothers and sisters – James, Joses, Jude, Sisters



Didn’t believe at first (John 7:1-5)



Jesus appeared to James at his resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:7)



Present along with Mary at Pentecost after resurrection (Acts 1:14)


Aunt and Uncle – Zechariah and Elizabeth


Cousin – John the Baptist (p. 1000; Luke 7:18-35; John 1:19-51)



Prophet and desert preacher



Elijah who was to come before the Messiah



Servant who prepared the way for Jesus (Mark 1:1-8)


Apostles (Mark 3:13-19: Luke 5:1-11, 27-32; 6:12-16)



Peter (Simon, Cephas)



Andrew – led others to Jesus (p. 1098)


James – early martyr of Herod Agrippa (Acts 12:1-5)


John – Disciple Jesus Loved, lived longest probably wrote



John, 1-3 John, Revelation


Matthew (Levi) – Tax Collector (see above)


Simon the Zealot


Judas – Betrayed Jesus (p. 1100)


Mary Magdalene – Not a prostitute! Had 7 demons, first at tomb (p. 1118)


Martha and Mary (p. 1070)


Lazarus – brother of Martha and Mary; raised from dead (John 11 & & 12


Nicodemus – on the Sanhedrin, teacher, secret follower 

(John 3:1-21; p. 1094)

Key Points about these people:

It is impossible to understand and easy to underestimate the importance of people and their background in the Jesus story. These people, their histories, their backgrounds, their problems, their frustrations, and their fears form the matrix in which Jesus operated. Time is an important issue and God conditioned the time to be right for Jesus to come. (Galatians 4:4) Understanding that time and the people of that time helps us understand the power of Jesus’ ministry, message, and mission. It also helps us understand the mess he caused in the social, political, and religious world that he invaded. Jesus was killed because he was a problem to these power clusters. 

1.
Jesus cared about people! Their importance over religious rules, politics, social expectations, symbols, or places made him a threat to those who valued those things. Jesus, however, valued people. He affirmed them. He helped them. He challenged them to be more.


2.
These folks help us put ourselves in the story of Jesus.  One way to read the Gospels is to find people like ourselves in the Gospel story and enter that story to meet Jesus. We can know how he would treat us and how he would deal with our issues and what he would say to us.

3.
He shows us how to deal with people. One way to read the Gospels is to see how Jesus treated people. A key thing to notice is that Jesus had relationship with all different sorts of people at all different levels of relationship. From Jesus, we can learn how to treat people and deal with their issues, needs, problems, and challenges. How Jesus dealt with these people helps us as Jesus’ people understand how we should go about redeeming our time and impacting change in our world as we continue his ministry and work for his Kingdom in our time. One of the convictions of the early Jesus-followers, is that as they took of the Lord’s Supper each week, they were one body, Jesus’ Body in the world. (1 Corinthians 10:16-18)
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