Bible 101.13/Fall 2004


Class 7: Places in the Play: Geography and Culture Clashes

Start: Video – John 4 and Woman at the Well


Know the geography and the social groups and suddenly something special!



Jesus crossed all sorts of boundaries to share the Gospel

What difference does geography make? 480-600 sq. miles! Half to 2/3 Taylor county!

Where is the geography of our story?

Well, how big is the geographical location for our story?

Who are the key peoples of this geography?

What are the key places in the ministry of Jesus and why?


Your Bible will helpful – especially maps 9-11, and 13.

Regions


Judea – Place of Jerusalem and Bethlehem, focus of John’s story of Jesus


Samaria – Place of apostate people, story of the woman at the Well


Galilee – Focus of most of Jesus’ ministry in Matthew, Mark, Luke


Decapolis – Also called Ten Cities, east of the Jordan


Egypt – Place of Jesus’ early childhood, place of protection

Cities


Bethlehem – City of David, place of Jesus’ birth


Jerusalem – The city of the Temple and the heart of Judaism and Judea


Nazareth – The city of Jesus family and young adulthood


Capernaum – The commercial city that was the focus of Jesus’ Galilean ministry


Caesarea Philippi – The place of Peter’s confession that overlooked whole Jordan

River Valley at the foot of Mt. Hermon


Sychar – Jesus met the woman at Jacob’s well

Landmarks


Mediterranean Sea – Western most border of the “Holy Land”


Jordan River – Place John Baptized people, including Jesus, fertile valley


Sea of Galilee – Focus of much of the Galilean ministry


Dead Sea – Southern most part of “Holy Land”: below sea level


Mount Hermon – Northern most part of “Holy Land”: Mountain overlooks Sea of 

Galilee and whole of “Israel” to the south; Ceasarea Philippi on southwest


Mount Gerizim – center of Samaritan religion and Jesus met woman at the well

Key Geographical Thoughts:

1.
Go up to Jerusalem: Because rested on seven hills, even though it is in the south, people literally journeyed “up to Jerusalem,” a fact that wouldn’t be lost on foot traffic. The Psalms of Ascent 120-134 were probably recited as the people neared Jerusalem.

2.
Had to go through Samaria in John 4: Samaria lay between Judea in the south and Galilee in the north. Most true Jewish travelers traveled along the Jordan River for protection, food, water, and to avoid the “unclean” Samaritans.

3.
The focus of the synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke – syn-optic means to “see the same” or “view the same”) is on Galilee except for Jesus last week in Jerusalem. The focus of the Gospel of John is Judea and Jerusalem.
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