Bible 101.13/Fall 2004
Class Overview and Schedule


Class 10:  Jesus’ Temptation

Starting Point: Temptation from Matthew

Remember what God does at Jesus’ baptism.

3 Affirmations

Notice the Language as well –

Heaven opened (apocalyptic – sign of something new powered by Heaven)

Dove’s descent: the Spirit’s presence and blessing

God’s voice: divine approval

John adds the comment: 1:29-34

But Satan is not about to let Jesus’ ministry start without a fight!

Why did Jesus face temptation?


Led by the Spirit into the temptations Matt 4:1; Mark 1:12


Hated by Satan cf. Revelation 12

What was God’s role in the temptations?


Led Jesus into it, but also through it Luke 4

Were there only 3 temptations?


No Luke makes sure we know there many others over 40 days

Were these His only temptations?


No, Satan left till an opportune time

Why in the wilderness?


Place of God’s protection and deliverance for Israel

Why are these temptations important to us?



Hebrews 2:14-18; 4:14-16

Notice that Jesus’ ministry is framed with battles with Satan! Remember The Passion!

Satan’s temptations are designed to offer Jesus a shortcut to what he was to gain only in the Cross. So the showdown is more than just about 3 temptations – in fact, Luke 4:2 indicates that the temptations stretch out over all 40 days and that when these are over, Satan departs awaiting an opportune time to come after him again. (Luke 4:13) 

The Gospels make clear that the temptations were something that God allowed. Jesus is led/driven into the wilderness by the Holy Spirit (Mark 1:12; Matthew 4:1) as well as being led and guided by the Spirit while in the wilderness temptations. (Luke 4:1) 

Satan’s temptations are categorized as three types of temptation, each of which has him twist Scripture for his purposes and Jesus corrects and even rebukes his false use of Scripture. But it is not just Jesus’ knowledge of Scripture that helps him win; it is his relationship with the Father! (Using Matthew’s Order)

Temptation 1: Temptation to Be Powerful to Benefit Himself

Use his power to provide for his needs. Jesus refuses and points that God’s Word is more important than physical food, even when he is very hungry for physical food!

Temptation 2:  Temptation to Be Spectacular and to Show He is Protected

Use his relationship with the Father to display his greatness and God’s protection over him. Jesus refuses and says that we mustn’t put God to the test.

Temptation 3: Temptation to Be Accepted by All Peoples without the Cross

Use this opportunity to have the world’s allegiance without having to endure the Cross. God alone must be worshiped is Jesus’ answer! Cf. John 12:28ff.

Jesus demonstrates that his strong relationship with God as Father, his understanding of the Scriptures, and his willingness to stand up to Satan and demand that he leave gives him power to overcome Satan’s attacks. Peter refers to this in 1 Peter 5:6-9 and insists that we can have this same power over Satan in his attacks on us. James states it succinctly when he says, “Submit yourselves, then to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” (James 4:7)

John clearly places Jesus time with John the Messenger as preparatory time. Jesus is beginning to make contact with those who will be his closest followers (apostles) during this time. A key component of that is the Wedding at Cana in Galilee, where Jesus is “biding his time” until God reveals it is time for his ministry to begin in earnest. However, Jesus’ mother nudges him into action. In doing this miracle, which John calls 

Seven Observations about the Temptations (Primarily from Matthew 4 & Luke 4)

1.
Jesus is driven by the Holy Spirit into the Wilderness to be tempted by Satan – i.e., not an accident; this is God’s will as much as it is Satan’s opportunity.

2.
Jesus was tempted the whole duration of the 40 days, reminiscent of 40 days of the flood, but more probably a reminder of the 40 years in the wilderness Israel faced and God provided for them.

3.
Satan is real, active, and conniving as an opposing force to God and his people and especially Jesus

4.
Jesus was led or guided by the Spirit during His time in the wilderness.

5.
Jesus was tempted the whole duration of the 40 days, not just three times – these are “iceberg tips” that let us know the kinds of temptations that (a) Jesus faced and (b) that we will face.

6.
Satan is an opportunist and temps at the best time to deceive us and “help” us stumble and fall.

7.
At first glance this is a battle over quoting Scripture, since Satan uses Scripture to tempt Jesus, but Jesus uses Scripture to rebuke Satan. However, Jesus succeeds, not just because he knows Scripture, but because He knows the heart of God who gave us Scripture.

Jesus’ ministry officially begins with the end of the temptation period.

Crucial Ending Point:

Jesus is conceived by the Holy Spirit

Jesus is proclaimed by the Holy Spirit (even from the womb)

Jesus is given the presence or gift of the Spirit without measure

Jesus is led by the Spirit into the Temptation

Jesus is empowered by the Spirit during the Temptation

Jesus begins His ministry full of the Spirit

Jesus defines His ministry by the presence and work of the Spirit

This sets the stage for Jesus to be the one to baptize in the Holy Spirit (Acts 2) or pour out the Spirit (Titus 3) or give rebirth by the Spirit (John 3, Titus 3)

Right out of the OT expectations of a New Age, the coming of God’s Kingdom and Messiah, the Holy Spirit plays THE crucial role!

Jesus’ first sign, Jesus reveals his glory to his followers. The ministry of Jesus will now begin in earnest! (John 2:1-11)

Class 10b: Picking Apprentices & the Role of the Apostles

Getting Started: Video of the Wedding at Cana

So you want to change the world. What is going to be your plan.

[Jesus and the angel at His ascension – “So what’s your back up plan?”]

It is incredible that Jesus’ plan to touch the world with His Gospel and bring all nations to himself involved a group of twelve ordinary and yet very different guys. What is significant is that these guys, though unlearned in higher education (the most certainly had been educated in the synagogue school), had been with Jesus during his ministry. (Acts 4:13) What they say, heard, and did while Jesus was doing His earthly ministry, changed them and everything about their futures. In fact, it changed us as well.

Go back to the video: What does John’s Gospel suggest about Jesus calling disciples.

Seven keys to the work of The Twelve Apostles

1. There is a problem with knowing the exact chronology of John the Messenger’s ministry, Jesus’ ministry, the attraction of the crowd, the gathering of genuine followers, the call of specific followers, and designating them The Twelve (apostles). What we know do is that this happened, it was intentional on Jesus’ part, it took time, and it was eternally effective – we have glimpses of this process in all 4 gospels. This process and call was crucial to Jesus’ ministry and the future of Jesus’ movement. The call of The Twelve is a clear indication that Jesus was preparing for a future movement and was training leaders to lead this movement that would “turn the world upside down.” (Acts 17:6) Matthew 12:1-15; Mk 3:13-19; Luke 6:12-16; (8:1-3) 9:1-6 Bottom line, there was more than a little exposure and familiarity with Jesus before the Apostles left all and followed.

2. There was interconnectedness with John the Messenger’s ministry and Jesus’ ministry. This interconnectedness can be seen in the last part of John 1 and is also suggested in the other Gospels. The qualification of an apostle given by the early church (Peter) insisted that one of The Apostles (one of The Twelve) be “One of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he [Jesus] was taken up from us - one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection." (Acts 1:21-22) In other words, they had to be present during the basic time of Jesus’ earthly ministry.

3. As the previous verses and their context indicate, there were different numbers of people and groups that surrounded Jesus. Of course lying at the course of all of Jesus’ relationships was his relationship with the Father who guided all other relationships and the direction of His ministry. One way to look at Jesus is based on his “levels of relationship” with people. What is significant is that he chose the Inner Three and The Twelve out of the others. Jesus chose and designated The Apostles to be His leaders for His movement out of His disciples (a more inclusive term for all of His followers).

Jesus with the Father

Jesus and the Inner Three

Jesus and The Twelve Apostles

Jesus and the Women Supporters

Jesus and the 70 He Sent Out in Ministry

Jesus and the 120 after Resurrection Waiting for the Spirit

Jesus and the 500 to whom He revealed Himself Raised from the Dead

The Crowds & The Enemies – Interested, Gawkers, Religious Haters, Powerful

4. Jesus’ call for His disciples, and especially The Apostles, to follow Him was a radical call that pulled them away from their livelihoods, their families, and no doubt cost them relationships with their families who did not believe. Conversations with The Twelve reveal that following Jesus brought family ostracism. On the other hand, some of The Twelve’s families were involved and important in the ministry of Jesus. Peter’s mother-in-law was healed by Jesus and she served Jesus’ and The Twelve. James and John’s mother wanted her boys to have a special place in the Kingdom of Jesus. Matthew 10:34-39; Luke 14:26; cf. Matthew 4:18-22; 19:27-30  Video #2 Matthew 4 Call   

5. Jesus chose The Twelve to be his plan for changing the world and sharing His message. He chose them after a night of prayer. He called those He wanted for this role, and named The Twelve The Apostles. The word apostle means “one who is sent” and there seems to be the clear connection with the Jewish term, shaliah to suggest that they were sent with the full of authority of Jesus to do His work and complete His mission. (John 20:19-23) As Mark 3:13-19 indicates, (a) Jesus called those He wanted; (b) they accepted His call; (c) He named them Apostles; (d) they were to learn by watching and accompanying Him; (e) they were sent out with authority to speak the message and cast out demons. That’s exactly what Jesus does with the Great Commission Matthew 28:18-20 and his call for them to be to His witnesses in Acts 1:1-11.  

6. The Apostles, or The Twelve, were 12 in number. This number is important, as the appointment of a replacement for Judas in Acts 1:12-26 suggests. This is a clear reflection of the 12 tribes of Israel (cf. Luke 22:30) and seems to be Jesus’ way of saying we are restoring what is lost of Israel with my ministry and your involvement in my ministry. (cf. Acts 1:6) 

7. Jesus prepared these Apostles, The Twelve, intentionally and purposely. He used something like following method of training:

Preparation of their Hearts

Interest and Early Observation

Call to Leave All and Follow Him

Observation and Daily Accompaniment

Sent Out to Serve with His Oversight and Direction

Intense Time of Focused Teaching about Discipleship

Intense Time of Final Preparation for their Ministry Before His Death

Revealing Himself & Challenging them to Be Witnesses After the Resurrection

Sending the Holy Spirit and Empowering them to Be His Authoritative Witnesses to the World

Jesus calls us to follow Him today. However, here are three standards He has left for us to use to determine if we’re following:  Luke 9:23-26; John 8:31-32; Luke 14:33-35
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