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11/9 Class 11: Sermon on the Mount

We are entering a sacred space that involves the most revered words ever spoken. As we view and hear these words re-enacted, I expect that reverence to be given here. As Philip Yancey has said, “… the statements contained here lie at the heart of his [Jesus’] message. If I fail to understand this teaching, I fail to understand him.”

At the same time, these words are hard – an “in your face” truth telling from God himself. This is not the mamby-pamby “can’t we all just get along and let everyone believe what he or she thinks is right” kind of message. This is a “my way or the highway message from God himself. The way it is presented on the video is a switching back and forth from Jesus’ original preaching and teaching as presented in the Gospel of Matthew and Matthew’s dictating the his gospel to scribes as he tells the Jesus story in front of his family. In a way, the video helps remind us that we hear this at three levels: (1) What Jesus originally said; (2) What Matthew wanted his intended audience or target community to hear; and, (3) What we are to do with this message today.

Getting Started: Video from the Visual Bible

General Comments & Orientation before we view the message:

1. Sermon on the Mount is our name for Matthew 5-7, but is not something Matthew or Jesus named this collection of teachings.
2. In all likelihood, it is probably a collection of messages that have been summarized to give us an overview of Jesus’ teaching in his ministry. Notice that Matthew reveals his gospel is a set of summaries in several ways.
· The genealogies and material preceding the SOM in Matthew are clearly summaries of Jesus’ birth, preparation, and beginning of ministry.
· He groups his material in preaching/teaching and action/healing blocks, just as 4:23-25 suggests.
· His introductory summaries of sections also suggest that he is clustering stories within a general outline framework (see your earlier Matthew notes on this).
· The SOM itself is very brief and yet covers a huge range of subjects and depends upon a wide variety of visual cues (i.e., living PowerPoint presentations).
· This material is found scattered in several different places in Luke.
· Each section clusters similar types of teaching on one central theme.
3. These messages are directed at his disciples to help them understand how they are to live in God’s Kingdom family: notice the use of Father/children terminology and set in the context of Jesus’ teaching about the Kingdom of Heaven. While the crowd can hear the sermon, it is directed to the disciples Jesus has called close to him.
4. The focus of the SOM is on the character of Jesus’ followers. Two statements help us understand the Lord’s goal for us in this message – 5:20; 5:48. Jesus is after true godliness in those who follow him.  Contrast this with chapter 23!
5. Our response is not to a teacher, but to a Lord – we must DO what he says. 7:21-27 Remember that Jesus is teacher to outsiders, Lord to those who are followers.
Overview

There is an “uncompromising harshness” about what Jesus teaches here at first listen. (Yancey)

This is basically an “in your face” for every political point of view and every sacred religious practice and tradition that the contemporaries of Jesus lived by. Us too, if we are honest. It is so strong, so uncompromising and so emphatic that this is what we are supposed to live!

So how do we approach the Sermon on the Mount?

· Show us the ridiculous and impossible demand of law-keeping to make us righteous
· Recognize the harsh truth to break us and make us realize how far we are from God and drive home how much we need His grace.
· Set an ideal for us to strive to achieve, recognizing that what is being described is the very character of God displayed in Jesus
· Call our hearts and behavior to the character and compassion of God, recognizing that only by following Jesus does God transform us to become this character.
(cf. 2 Corinthians 3:16-17; Romans 8)

[The difference between running a race and learning to old style dance.]

Notice how the stage is set for Jesus’ great message:

4:23-25 shows his great popularity among all different kinds of people.

Much of what Jesus says will be upside down to their way of thinking. It won’t make sense … it even may be highly offensive. They want to be set free of the oppression they face and there is none of that here. Instead, we find something radically different … with radical being the bold concept.

While Jesus attracted a crowd, notice that his message wasn’t aimed at the crowd, but at the disciples. Vs. 1

Be sure and read “What Should a Leader Look Like?” on p. 1003 for intro to SOM.

First section, 5:1-16 (use your paragraph subdivisions too) is … 

People of Light in a world of darkness

The Beatitudes

This is the doorway to the message of Jesus.

Makairos – is a shout for joy. “How lucky the unlucky” he seems to say!

What is the meaning for us in our assertive, success-driven, powerful, and beautiful culture? (Below are from Yancey)

a. The Dangled Promises of God
There are lasting and eternal rewards for those who live for Christ even though things don’t make sense in their world. Jesus chooses to honor and will reward those without privilege.

b. The Kingdom of Reversal
Jesus’ values and those he values are upside down to the world. Look at those he praises in his ministry. [Widow’s Mite]  [Privileges of the Poor]

c. The Spiritual Reality of God
Look at our contemporary “heroes” and celebrities – they are profoundly unhappy as seen by their suicides, drug abuse, divorce, & screwed up kids. God values things so differently.  [Gandhi & MLK quotes]

Overview of Class Notes:  (YOU MUST KNOW THIS!)

This is insider language, it doesn’t make good sense to those outside.

Matthew and Jesus did not give it the name Sermon on the Mount, but it was probably a series of sermons preached in the mountains to His followers.

Two Rails the “Train of Truth” (Sermon on the Mount) Runs on
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Built around the right angle for life
|_____  Relationship with each other

Jesus emphasizes both are crucial and important! Not just about a holy hotline!


Leave your gift at the altar and be reconciled or God won’t hear you


Forgive others or God will not forgive you


You will be judged by the standard you judge others


Golden rule (Do unto others as you would have them do unto you)

I.
True Happiness


Beattitudes = “way to be”   We will find blessing in a different place than others



blessed = “happy” or “Laugh for joy”


Matthew 5:1-16 Light for the Dark World

II.
True Righteousness (Jesus replaces Moses as the great teacher)



“You have heard it said ... but I say unto you”


Be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect!



pushing for an inner or heartfelt response


Matthew 5:17-48    ==>5:20 is Key verse!

III.
True Piety (Money issues, prayer, & worry)



Don’t do it to be seen or that’s your reward



Real issue is what are we seeking -- stuff now or Godliness forever


Matthew 6:1-34

IV.
True Followers (Authentic followers versus fake and false ones)



What kind of fruit they have?



Whether they build on the rock -- obey and do what Jesus says


Matthew 7:1-27

Notice people recognize he has taught great things!  Matthew 7:28-29

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Good to Read Through, but not covered in class and not on test.

Beatitude Summary:

A Christ-follower (ACF) will find blessing in a totally different place than the world.

Salt and Light

ACF will demonstrate his/her character in real and not just church life.

Jesus’ followers live very differently from the world. They do so unpretentiously, but also in everyday life. They don’t hide what they do, just as they do not try to showcase it. However, they do it in all of their life and not just a part of it.

Section Two  

Jesus and the Place of the Old Law

The Law and the Prophets

(cf. John 1:17-18 and Galatians 3:26-4:4)

Jesus will issue a call for the moral character of the Law, but will also call us away from law-keeping as the way to justified. His goal is something deeper than an appearance of righteousness. Cf. vs. 20

ACF will live the character of godliness and not just know its rules.

Concerning Anger

ACF recognizes good human relationships are essential for a God-relationship.

Concerning Adultery

Hyperbole? Probably, but Jesus’ point is that something very important is at stake in the exercise of our sexuality.

ACF will make sexual purity an essential priority

Concerning Divorce

Cf. Malachi 2 – God hates divorce and holds is up with murder (shedding blood). Ideally under the Law, adulterers were stoned to death so his teaching is hard and stark.

ACF knows a right marriage relationship is crucial to a right God-relationship.

Concerning Oaths

ACF knows his or her life must back up his word.

Concerning Retaliation

Realize these are real-life scenarios from their world. They would have profoundly objected to Jesus’ teaching.

ACF does not wait on others to display compassionate and godly (redemptive) behavior.

Love for Enemies

ACF loves the unlovable and undeserving just as he or she has been loved. 

(Romans 5:6-11)

While much has been made of the many laws of the Old Testament, Jesus comes to fulfill them in what he does and what he teaches his followers to do. Rather than loosening the requirements, Jesus drives us deeper to look at our hearts and what motivates us to serve.

True Religion and False Religion

Concerning Almsgiving

Cf. 2 Corinthians 8 & 9

ACF quietly cares for those in need to continue the generosity of God.

Concerning Prayer

ACF prays simply, honestly, and dependently upon God.

Concerning Fasting

ACF fasts to honor and draw near God privately.

True religion (cf. James 1:26-27) is about doing caring and loving things to others to bless them and honor God. There is no pretension, no sense of display, that goes with it. When the reward of good deeds is won on earth, we forfeit the great reward that awaits us from God.

Invest in True Riches

Concerning Treasures

ACF uses treasure to do God’s works and invest in God’s future.

The Sound Eye

ACF wants his or her desire to focus upon godliness, not gain.

Serving Two Masters

ACF refuses to worship the false gods of wealth and wealth acquisition.

Do Not Worry

ACF lives in the present, trusting God for today and for tomorrow if it comes.

Truly Discerning Righteousness

Judging Others

ACF tends to his or her own failings rather than noticing and highlighting the failings of others.

Profaning what is Holy

ACF does not give non-believers an excuse to revile Jesus.

Ask, Search, Knock

ACF seeks the presence, the grace, and the character of God and does so unrelentingly.

The Golden Rule

ACF treats others graciously … acting first instead of merely responding.

The Narrow Gate

ACF does not live like nor follow the crowd because it is headed for destruction.

A Tree and Its Fruit

ACF looks at the fruit of a teacher as much as he or she listens to the teachers words.

Put it Into Practice

Concerning Self-deception

ACF is not about mere spiritual talk, but about living God’s will in his or her daily walk.

Hearers and Doers

ACF recognizes that believing and knowing Jesus’ teaching means nothing till it is put into practice in everyday living.
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