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Class 14: March 7, 2006

Review of Schedule, Test Prep, Grades, Notes: See PowerPoint Class 14 for Info
Why would they have followed Jesus up on the Mountain for the Sermon on the Mount?

If you are a God-seeker, what is attractive to you about Jesus?

· Healed all sorts of diseases
· Had authority in what he said and did
· He genuinely loved people - his miracles are demonstration of God’s love
· moved with compassion
· Moved TO people : Not a fortress mentality, but a reach out mentality
· Forgives people of sins
· He has a humble connection to God and a humble spirit
· He can heal from long distance  (
· He fulfills prophecy
· Has power over demons
· Can do nature miracles (miraculous catch of fish)
If you are in the religious establishment, what makes you made about Jesus?

· Forgives and only God can forgive
· Calls God his Father, he is the Son, making himself equal to God
· Confronts his opponents head on and doesn’t back down
· Heals on the Sabbath ... Sometimes intentionally
· Breaks Sabbath ... eating of grain
· Challenges their authority
· Runs with Tax collectors and harlots
· Provoked Sabbath healing controversies on purpose
· Loved and helped Gentiles
· Hometown folks who knew him well didn’t believe in him
Jesus’ defense of breaking the Sabbath:

1. You’re stupid not to help -- you help animals, why not humans who are more important?
2. You’re doing harm not to help -- either you are doing good or destroying
3. You don’t get who I am #1 -- My Father is working on the Sabbath: it would be foolish for me not to since the Father and I are one
4. You’ve got the Sabbath wrong -- it was made for people, people were not made for the Sabbath
5. You don’t get who I am #2 -- the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath
As Jesus’ ministry grows, so do his repeatedly calls to his followers, his disciples. He is preparing them for that ultimate call, when he names them apostles and chooses 12. We are in the crescendo stage of his call of disciples and they get to both see and hear him. In fact, they get to see the three key elements of his ministry

· Preaching & Teaching the Gospel of the Kingdom
· Healing Diseases
· Casting out demons
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