Bible 101.1/Fall 2006
Class Notes


4/25 Class 26: Celebration, Confrontation, and Condemnation

Getting Started: Video – Tale of Two Crowds

How did we get here?


How did we get to Jesus’ “Triumphal Entry”?


How did we get to people screaming, “Crucify him!” less than a week later?

 Strands Woven Together

Jewish Feast of Passover – roots to the Exodus & God’s great deliverance and a city packed with pilgrims from all over.

Building Excitement in Jesus’ Disciples – Luke emphasizes that many thought the Kingdom of God would come at any time: they had seen his miracles and were ready for something great to happen!

Resurrection of Lazarus – excitement and thrill of the crowd at this unbelievable miracle and the determination of the priestly and Sadducean power base to stop Jesus and preserve their place of power.

Roman Presence & Desire for Order – With the crowds, any disturbance or celebration would be monitored closely and keeping order would be the primary value to which they would adhere.

Jesus’ Sense of Purpose & Destiny – Luke emphasizes that Jesus had set his face toward Jerusalem because that is the place where prophets go to die. He wept over Jerusalem because he knew what lay ahead. He had repeatedly warned of his rejection, crucifixion, and resurrection – Mark builds his whole central section around this focus. John emphasizes that Jesus is in control and has the power through the whole ordeal. This is not something that happens to Jesus, but something that Jesus forces to happen because he will not let anyone remain “on the fence” about his identity. Jesus’ cleansing of the Temple and his direction confrontation through first, questions from his opponents, then his questions to opponents, and then his parables about his opponents destruction force them into action.

The Apostles Confusion – The 12 are a collection of excitement, confusion, determination, marvel, and failure. The unraveling of their tight group into a group that betrays, denies, and abandons its Lord can be seen from the outset of this journey which really begins in John 11 when they follow Jesus to see Lazarus, knowing that it could mean their death.

The Promise of God – God had promised to bless all nations through Abraham as far back as Genesis 12. God had promised a deliver like Moses in Deuteronomy. God had spoken of a powerful ruler on the throne of David forever. God had spoken of a suffering servant in the servant songs of Isaiah. God had promised one like the son of man who would conquer and rule over nations. God had promised a new covenant that would be empowered by the Holy Spirit. As 2 Corinthians 1 emphasizes, all of God’s promises find their “yes” in Jesus Christ. This event becomes the tuning fork of Jesus ministry and our human destiny.

The events of this week, this last week or week and a half of Jesus’ life are the focus of the biggest chunk of the Gospel story. As much as a third of each Gospel is given over to this set of events. So you will be asked to read this material carefully from one Gospel account using the “Jesus’ Last Week” outline in your Bible’s “Where to Find it Pages.” You will have questions on your final test straight from this text.

Key Insights:

Lazarus’ Resurrection (John 11-12)

All about timing! Jesus waits. Captures time. Greeks signal time.

Like Acts 2:23, John 11:45-53 has it God’s plan & evil men who cause the Cross 

Triumphal Entry

Yancey quotes pages 188 & 190

Luke has Jesus saying “even the rocks would cry out” when questioned

Matthew equates this with Psalm 8
Prophecy from Zechariah of peaceful? prince Zechariah 9:9-17
Cleansing of the Temple

Notice those who surround Jesus in the Temple – rag tag band!

Hosanna, Son of David, & King theme from entry pulled into Temple where it would have been impossible to ignore or miss. This is a power play at the heart of Jewish power and flaunted in the face of the Roman sympathizing Sadducees and High Priestly family. In many ways, this was a declaration of war against the status quo of Jewish religion.

Cursing the Fig Tree

Has more meaning in Luke and Mark – symbol of destruction for unfruitfulness

Reminder that Jesus has power and is looking for something from Jerusalem

Jesus Authority Questioned

Confrontational Teaching (21b-22a)

These teachings are a response to his authority being questioned.

Emphasis is on the power being taken away from the religious power brokers – 21:32; 21:42-46; 22:7 – and given to others
Trick questions (22)

Taxes, Resurrection, Greatest Commandment – point is that they couldn’t trick him because he knew the Word of God and the heart of God and they didn’t. The kicker verse in the whole section is 22:29, which is his judgment on them, and ties directly into the themes of his Confrontation Teaching.
Jesus’ Attack on the Pharisees (23) minutiae

Woes because of their hypocrisy, which was exactly opposite of Jesus’ values (vs. 1-12)  Basically this is a harsh criticism from God about religion and religious leaders losing their way and becoming more concerned about the status quo and power structure than about the people Jesus came to save.
Jesus’ Teaching about Jerusalem (24)

Destruction of Jerusalem and Jesus’ return.

Teaching to Disciples  (25)

Three key ways to live as we wait for Jesus’ return.

© Phil Ware or original content providers. Intended for class use only.


