Bible 101.1/Spring 2006
Class Notes


5/2 Class 28: Disaster and Deliverance

Getting Started: Video – Resurrection: John 20
These two events, the crucifixion of Jesus and the resurrection of Jesus, are the events on which everything else hinges. While Jesus did miraculous things and taught important things, everything in Christianity hinges on his death and resurrection. While the whole NT shouts the importance of Jesus resurrection, 1 Corinthians 15 explains its importance and meaning. It also helps us understand how Jesus brothers and sisters who doubted him in John 7, come to be in the circle of believers in Acts 1 & 2 – this is especially true of Jesus’ brother James who is mentioned in 1 Cor. 15 and who is a powerful leader in the early Jerusalem church. The power to become new is rooted in Jesus resurrection and his giving of the Holy Spirit. Taken together, the death of Jesus to atone for our sins and the resurrection, gives us the grace allowing us to join our lives to his and die to our old way of life in baptism (Romans 6:1-14). Because Jesus became sin for us, we can become new, and be God’s righteousness in the world – this means we are given a whole new world and our whole way of viewing the world is completely new and changed (2 Corinthians 5:17-21).

As you go through and read these sections to prepare for your final (see your Well-known Biblical events in your Bible resource), there are several crucial things to keep in mind.

Jesus is crucified only because he allows it.

-- The Gospel of John repeatedly emphasizes


See John 10 and notice the ways he says he lays down his life


Notice in chap. 18:1-11, soldiers fall back & he protects his disciples


He tells Pilate he could win a fight, but God has decided differently 18:33-38

Jesus finishes his work & gives up his Spirit 19:30
The trials emphasize two truths: 

1.
Jesus is utterly rejected by the systems of human beings. See John 1:10-13.


Annas & Caiphas – the Priestly System


Sanhedrin (Ruling Council, Assembly of the Elders) – the political rule of the Jews


Pilate – the political rule of the Romans (though he is pronounced innocent)


Herod – the “rival king” will not save him


Pilate – brutalized, but that doesn’t work, Pilate appeases and pleases people 

2.
Nothing is fair – the trial is illegal with the Jews: at night in secret; 

not about truth, fairness, but about expediency and getting rid of Jesus

The crucifixion, though brutal physically, is more about shame and humiliation – Jesus endures it knowing what he is going to face. He does it alone! 

Jesus goes through this process alone – betrayed by 1, denied by the leader, and abandoned by all. He does this so that we could know that we would never have to be alone. But his cry of despair, “My God my God why have you forsaken me,” is not a cry of hopelessness, but of despair with faith. Psalm 22 helps us understand this. The power of this is that we don’t ever have to face this kind of circumstance. Hebrews 13:5-6; Romans 8:32-39. Because Jesus has been there, he will continue to be there. The promise of Psalm 23:4 is even more true today.

The women are there, but are powerless, the apostles are in hiding or away at a distance – but some actually see his death. Then they go into hiding with no expectation of anything positive. Their worlds are ruined, crushed. Despair is their world.

The resurrection comes as a great big surprise. Those who first discovered it weren’t expecting it. The women were not believed when they went back and told. 

The greatest proof of the resurrection was the change in the apostles – fearful during the arrest, trial and crucifixion and in hiding after the burial, they are totally changed after the resurrection. Probably every single apostle gave his life in martyrdom because he believed. They were called witnesses (Luke, Acts, John) because they had seen Jesus alive both before and after the resurrection. They were powerful witnesses willing to tell the very same people who had Jesus crucified that they killed Jesus, the Christ and Lord, but that God raised him from the dead – this is the constant message in the early chapters of the book of Acts.

The summary of the importance of the resurrection if 1 Corinthians 15:12-19. Please be able to find this passage and tell what it says: If Jesus isn’t raised from the dead, then …
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