Meeting Donnie Hart at the Bus Stop
An Exercise in Compassion and Comparison


This class assignment will count as much as a test. Please take it seriously. Part of the reason to learn about the life and teachings of Jesus is to help us live the life of Christ in our world. So we will use this story, told by Garrison Keillor on NPR’s Prairie Home Companion and included in the audiocassette entitled Gospel Birds, to help us do this.  This recording is copyrighted material so should be used for class only. You can listen to the story as either a Real Audio stream or an MP3 recording, depending on your computer settings. Click on the links below for your choice.




Real Audio Stream

MP3 Content
I want you to write a paper (no more than two pages typed double spaced), that uses the following questions as a guide. The focus of this paper is on us, as followers of Jesus, and how we are to treat people that many in the world view as damaged, unproductive, retarded, defective, or difficult. In answering the questions below, please use examples from the four Gospels to help support or explain your answers. Don’t simply answer the questions in list form, but put it into paragraph form as an essay. Specific references to Jesus from the Gospels will be crucial to your grade.

Which Gospel would this story appear in if it were in the Bible? 

Why do you think so?

What would Jesus have done if had been waiting at the bus stop and gotten on that bus? How would it have been like or different than the narrator?

What would Jesus say about a Donnie Hart, who has Down’s syndrome (the condition that in the story is referred to as a “retarded.”)?

From our discussion on people born with handicaps in Jesus’ time, what do you think other people would say about Donnie Hart and how would they treat him and his friends?

How would Jesus treat Donnie Hart and his friends?

In Holland, there is a law that allows the custodial person to euthanize (i.e., kill with the use of medicines and the help of a doctor) anyone with an incurable disease – which is code for any person with incurable birth defects, including mental retardation, physical retardation, as well as cerebral palsy and a host of other physical problems and it also includes those who are old and can’t get well, even though their death is not imminent. How do you believe Jesus would deal with this situation? 

A friend of mine and his wife were in their mid-forties when they suddenly turned up pregnant. Their other children were much older. Despite the surprise, they were delighted. However, after an amniocentesis test, it was suggested that their baby probably had Down’s syndrome. The doctor suggested further tests to see if this was true and if it was so they could abort the baby if the baby had Downs Syndrome. What do you think Jesus would have advised them and why?

Do you think the ending of this story reflects the view of Jesus? Why and why not?
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