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Gospel of Luke: 

Probably written by a Gentile (Luke the physician who accompanied Paul on some of his missionary journeys in Acts – and referred to in Colossians 4:14; 2 Timothy 4:11; Philemon 1:24) for Gentiles. 

Written to solidify a God-seeker (referred to as Theophilus) with the story of Jesus that was well researched to give assurance about the instruction of Jesus. (1:1-4) Luke has a special focus on how Jesus reached out to the marginalized people who were often forgotten – women, the poor, Gentiles, sinners, children, diseased. 

Jesus is portrayed as the Savior of all of people – 1:78-79; 2:29-30; 24:36-53. Once again, as in Mark, the principle of inclusio (bookends) helps frame the major message of the book. In fact, this last passage helps emphasize many of the key areas that Luke will focus upon:


Eating together


Joy


Fulfilling the Scriptures


Proclaiming Jesus to all nations


His followers are witnesses


Power from on high (the Holy Spirit)


Worship (especially prayer)

The summary in your Bible about Luke being “like a joy-filled musical” is a good summary of what is found in Luke and his key concerns and interests. 

One of the best places to get a picture of this Jesus is Luke 7. In this chapter, Jesus heals a centurion’s servant, raises a widow’s son, goes to the house of a Pharisee and is anointed by a sinful woman. You can’t cover a much broader spectrum than that and show God’s love. In the middle is a passage about John the Baptist and Jesus gives this summary of his ministry: "Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me." (7:22-23) Notice how similar this is in theme to Jesus own self-revelation through the prophet Isaiah in 4:18-19. In the movie Titanic, the woman characterizes what her lover that perished did in this way: “He saved me in every way a person can be saved.” That is what Luke is trying to tell us in Gospel!

Luke is best characterized as the SuperBowl telecast with everything covered, including pre-game and post-game teleconferences and many different camera angles. He is the longest Gospel (in content, not in chapters) and together with his second volume, the book of Acts, his writings make up 24% of the New Testament.

Jesus is most frequently called Son of Man in Luke. While still probably carrying a sense of Messianic identity, Luke emphasizes that Jesus is the Savior of all people – he is one of us and came for us. He presents Jesus both as the Son of David and the Son of Adam – unlike Matthew, who focuses on Jesus’ Jewish identity, Luke emphasizes that Jesus is a descendant of Adam and Savior of all people. This concern for saving all people can be seen in several powerful ways, which include the following and is especially emphasized in Luke’s unique blocks of material (1-2 & 9-19):

1. Birth stories announcing salvation for all in chaps. 1-2
2. Concern for the disenfranchised, the left out, the forgotten: poor, women, Samaritans, sick – runs all the way through, especially see p. 1060 note on poor.
3. Luke’s unique parables like the Good Samaritan (10); the great banquet (14); the Lost Coin, Lost Sheep, & Lost Son (15); the rich man & Lazarus (16); and the parables of the widow & unjust judge along with the parable of Pharisee & the tax collector (18).
4. Chapter 7, which includes a wide variety of people to whom Jesus ministered – Centurion’s Servant, a Pharisee, and a sinful woman, with an explanation of his ministry to help and heal given to John the Baptist.
5. The unique stories about Martha & Mary (10) and of Zacchaeus and the salvation that came to him. (19)
Outline:

1:1-4


Dear Theophilus

Chaps 1-9

Beginnings and Basics

The pious poor awaiting the birth of the Messiah and the world from which Jesus came is that of devout, poor, but righteous people. He began his life there and focused his ministry there. Look’s books (Luke & Acts) are both about the limit in length for an average size scroll. He writes accurately, based on careful research and uses an orderliness that is helpful. (1:1-4) His style of Greek changes from very formal (1:1-4) to very Jewish (chaps. 1-2) to  everyday for the rest. When he tells a story, it has programmatic significance. It tells us that this was his normal mode of doing things. (cf. 5:16) So the stories of Jesus’ ministry we hear are reflective of his overall ministry.

Chap 9-19

Journey to Jerusalem

Like the discipleship section in Mark, Jesus talks about his death. However, the focus here is on teaching his disciples and showing them the way to live a life of compassion. Much of this is unique material to Luke.

Chaps 19-24

Fulfillment and Future

Jesus fulfills what is spoken by the prophets by going to Cross and being raised from the dead. This prepares the way for the future, the fulfillment of the prophets with a mission of repentance and remission of sins for all peoples which will be the focus of Luke’s second volume, Acts.

24:50-53

Goodbye Disciples

The story centers around the city of Jerusalem, the place Jesus was presented in the Temple and journeyed to as boy (2); the focus of Jesus’ discipleship teaching on the road to there (9-19); and the place of teaching, conflict, crucifixion, resurrection, and waiting (19-24). While the Gospel of Luke seems to move toward Jerusalem, the focus of Luke’s second volume, the book of Acts, seems to move away from Jerusalem. (cf. Acts 1:8)
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