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Introduction to Matthew: Chapters 1-16:

Overview Reviewed:

Matthew: for Jews to see Jesus as the great teacher, the coming of God among us (Immanuel), and the fulfillment of O.T. hopes and prophecy (“to fulfill what was written”). 

Jesus is portrayed as Immanuel, God with us, who fulfills O.T. expectations.

Best categorized as highlight of the game with offense and defense collected into different segments together (Teaching and Miracles clustered into segments).

Key Highlights:

“Gospel of the Church” – only gospel to use that term. (see 16:18; 18:17 2x)

Uses Kingdom of Heaven instead of Kingdom of God – Jewish and respectful

Organizes the Gospel into blocks teaching and action (teaching/preaching and healing cf. 4:23). Jesus is the prophet like Moses who was to come and lead and teach the people, so some have suggested that the five blocks of teaching are like the 5 books of the Torah or Law (Genesis-Deuteronomy) attributed to Moses. The blocks of teaching are the following (each ends with a statement about Jesus finishing his teaching):

5-7 
(7:28-29)
The Kingdom Family Values of a Follower 

(Also called Sermon on the Mount)


10
(11:1)

The Follower’s Mission and Its Challenges





(Also called The Limited Commission)


13
(13:53)
The Promise of Growth and Value for the Follower

(Also called The Kingdom Parables)


18
(19:1)

The Importance of Forgiveness and Fellowship for a Follower


21-25
(26:1)

The Followers’ Future with Jesus

While it is written for those with a Jewish point of view, it is written to emphasize the mission to Gentiles as part of God’s divine plan:


Genealogy with 3 women with Gentile connections (chap. 1:1-17 note p. 989)


The Visit of the Magi & Escape to Egypt (2:1-15)


Galilee of the Gentiles have seen light (4:15-16)


Healing the Centurion’s Servant (8:5-13 esp. vs. 11-12)


Limited then Great Commission (10:5-6; 28:18-20)


The Canaanite Woman (15:21-28)


Two Sons, Tenants, & Wedding Guests (21:28-22:14)


Proclamation to all nations (24:14)

Basic Outline:

Moorings: (Capsule 1: 1:1)


The Jewish Origins of Jesus, who is Immanuel, God with Us (1:1-17)


Beginnings of Jesus, who is Immanuel, God with Us (1:18-4:16)

Ministry:  (Capsule 2: 4:23)


The Teaching and Healing of Jesus, who is Immanuel, God with Us (4:17-16:20)

Mission:  (Capsule 3: 16:24-26)


The Passion of Jesus, who is Immanuel, God with Use (16:21-28:15)


The World Mission of Jesus, who is Immanuel, God with Us (28:16-20)

Immanuel Connection:

Jesus is God with Us in the Flesh  1:1-16:21


He will be called Immanuel 1:23

The focus of this section is on Jesus as Immanuel during Jesus’ earthly ministry. Jesus shows us what God would do and teach walking among us. Matthew validates Jesus’ ministry as God with us by consistently pointing out that he fulfills the Old Testament hopes and promises.

Matthew’s first two sections, Moorings and Ministry, are found in this section of material. 

Jesus is God with us in the Church 16:22-28:20 (Ways we experience Immanuel today)


18:20 Fellowship, accountability, and worship


25:40 Service to others


28:20 Cross Cultural Missions

The focus on this section is exactly what 16:21 says it is: Jesus is taking special time to prepare his closest followers for His Passion. He shows and tells them that he is going to Jerusalem to be rejected. He has three major warnings and several other less explicit ones about this impending rejection and crucifixion. A major part of this section of Matthew actually takes place in Jerusalem and involves Jesus’ conflict with all the different groups representing Jewish authority. His actions and teaching both draw their deepest anger. 

This is Matthew’s last section, which we’re calling Mission because it focuses on Jesus’ mission to die and defeat death and because the church’s mission (our personal mission) arises out of Jesus’ words and actions.

Final Thoughts:

Who is Jesus in Matthew?

· Son of David, Israel’s King, the Messiah (Historical Significance)
The promised one who fulfills the promises of Scripture

· Faithful Son of God (Relational Significance)
God’s obedient Son who brings us into God’s “royal” family as Children

· Teacher and Lord (like Moses, but more) (Spiritual Significance)
More than a teacher, He is Lord who gives life & is to be obeyed

More than listening to a good preacher, getting rid of bad habits or having the right genealogical pedigree, Jesus brings us into Gods “royal” family! (12:43-49)

It is coming to Jesus, meeting God, finding that we are brought into God’s family and our religious burdens are lifted as we yield our lives to Him. (11:25-30)

Putting it All Together – Outline of Matthew

Moorings (1:1-4:16) – The Beginnings of Jesus the Messiah Son of God


Beginnings of Jesus


Jewish Origins (1:1-17)


Heavenly Origins (2-4)



Magi (2), Baptism (3), Temptation (4)

Ministry (4:17-16:20) –Teaching and Healing of Jesus the Messiah Son of God


Sermon on the Mount (5-7)


Miracles & Power (8-9)


Followers Mission & Challenges (10)


Questions, Conflict, & Comfort (11-12)


Parables of Growth, Decision, & Judgment (13)


Miracles & Misunderstandings (14-16)

Mission (16:21-28:20) – The Passion of Jesus & His Followers’ Mission


Jesus’ Authority to Teach [Transfiguration: Listen to Him] (17)


Relationships & Sin in the Church (18)


Battles to Believe (19-22)



Family Priorities (19)



Grace & Compassion (20)



Triumphal Entry & Temple Battles (21)



Questions & Answers (22)


Disgust, Destruction, & Deliverance (23-25)


The Passion (26-27)



Faithless Friends (26)



Trials & Torture (27)


The Mission (28)



Resurrection



Great Commission

Who wrote the Gospel of Matthew? Universally, early church tradition suggests that it was Matthew (known in this Gospel as Matthew the tax collector Jesus called to be an apostle and never Levi as in Mark & Luke). The orderly arrangement of the material into teaching blocks and action blocks suggests to some that it was the work of someone who desired orderliness (see introduction in Bible). Matthew presents a Gospel to us that makes it easy to share the teachings of Jesus while preserving the basic outline of Mark. He wants to emphasize that Jesus is God’s Son, the Messiah, who is Immanuel and continues to bring God’s presence to us in the Church through teaching, worship-fellowship, service, and cross-cultural mission. Jesus is not just a teacher, He is our Lord and our response is to follow His example and obey His teaching. When we do, we find a gracious Father who helps remove our burdens.
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