
Parables:

What’s the deal with parables?

Definition:

Common – an everyday story with a heavenly meaning

Ours – an everyday image on which Jesus hangs eternal truth

· Parables are stories that teach a moral truth. 
· Usually they teach only one central truth – an exception is the prodigal son parable in Luke 15 where a message is given for both sons, or really about the heart of 1 Father.
· The images of the story come from everyday life, and sometimes it is hard to tell when Jesus is telling a true story or a parable (an illustrative moral story). 
· Sometimes the parable is used to veil the truth from the un-initiated: the power of the Kingdom parables were told to help believers and yet not get them in trouble.
· Sometimes parables were used to really drive home a point that wouldn’t be heard if he just spoke it plainly (fly under the radar until they release payload) – a good example here are the parables Jesus tells in his last week of ministry that convict bad rulers and talk about the judgment coming on Jersualem (the evil tenants Luke 20) or the example of unforgiveness in Matthew 18
· Sometimes parables were used simply to reveal to seekers the truth and hide it from those who were argumentative or not interested – “don’t cast your pearls before …”
· Sometimes the parable is used to provide an everyday hook on which to hang truth that made it easy to remember and guaranteed it would be recalled by true seekers like the parable of the soils or wheat and the tares.
 The most famous clusters of parables can be found …

· Matthew 13
· Mark 4 (very similar to Matthew 13)
· Luke 14-15
· Matthew 25
But parables are used all over the Gospels by Jesus in his teaching. For example, the SOM ends with the parable of the wise and foolish builder and all the synoptics use the story of the patch and the wineskins to emphasize Jesus’ new teaching. 

We have already looked at Luke 15 (lost things) and a little at Luke 10 (Good Samaritan), so today we will primarily look at Matthew 13 and Matthew 25 briefly to get a sense of what these parables mean and how Jesus used them.

At first glance, there seems to be an unfairness to the parable telling to our modern egalitarian ears. Matthew 13:1-17. But there is an unfair advantage to those who “hunger and thirst for righteousness” and who “seek first the Kingdom of heaven” and who “love God and not mammon” and who have “left all to follow” Christ and who “ask … search .. knock …” John 7:17

Parable of the Sower (Matthew 13)

We must choose to be good soil and not poor soil. When the soil is good, producing fruit is natural, but when we let other things get in the way, it is not easy.

Parable of the Weeds and the Tares (Matthew 13)

We are not called to judge except by the fruit people produce, so when they look like believers, we need to let God decide at the end time because only he can truly judge the heart!

Parable of the Mustard Seed (Matthew 13)


Given time, the power of the Kingdom grows and shows itself powerfully.

Parable of the Yeast (Matthew 13)


Given time, the power of the Kingdom grows and shows itself powerfully.

Parable of the Hidden Treasure (Matthew 13)


The Kingdom is worth everything we have.

Parable of the Pearl (Matthew 13)


The Kingdom is worth everythying we have.

Parable of the Net (Matthew 13)

We are not called to judge those who look like believers and act like believers, the Lord will take care of that at the end of time.

Parable of the Unforgiving Servant (Matthew 18)

The need for use to be forgiving because we’ve been greatly forgiven.

Parable of the Laborers (Matthew 20)


We are the workers brought in last and God has been gracious.

Parable of the Wicked Tenants (Matthew 21)


The Son has come, if you reject him, the Father will reject you!

Parable of the Wedding Banquet (Matthew 22)


God will not lower his standards, but will open his invitation to all.

Parable of the Bridesmaids (Matthew 25)

We must always be ready and watchful knowing the significance of his coming.

Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25)

Live boldly for the Kingdom because we know the heart of the King.

Parable of the Sheep and Goats (Matthew 25)


When we serve others, we serve Christ himself.


